INGRID BROCKOVA
Statna tajomnicka Ministerstva zahraniénych veci a eurépskych zalezitosti Slovenskej Republiky

Bola predstavitelkou Svetovej banky na Slovensku a dvojnasobnou velvyslankynou Slovenskej
republiky pri OECD v Parizi. Dnes posobi ako viceministerka MZVEZ SR. Zabehla styri maratony a je
hrdou zakladatelkou priatelského knizného klubu, ktory sa schadza vz vyse dvadsat’ rokov.

Ekonomickda diplomacia, rozvojova spolupraca a spoluprdaca s medzindrodnymi organizdaciami - to
vsetko patri do portfélia Ingrid Brockovej. Za svoju misiu povazuje najma zvysovanie Urovne inklUzie a
diverzity na ministerstve, teda zlepSovanie ,firemnej“ kultury smerom k vzdjomnému respektu,
partnerstvu a doévere. Pocas jej pésobenia sa na ministerstve zacali realizovat’ aktivity na podporu
zviditelhovania zien v diplomacii a boli zriadené dve nové pozicie - koordinatorka pre rodovu rovnost’,
inklUziv a diverzitu a eticky poradca. V oblasti rozvojovej spoluprace a humanitarnej pomoci muselo
ministerstvo v poslednych dvoch rokoch hladat’ cesty, ako efektivhe reagovat’ na pandémiv a vojnu na
Ukrajine. Ingrid Brockova je hrdd, ze ministerstvo v spolupraci s mimovladdnymi organizaciami dokazalo
rychlo a flexibilne reflektovat’ potreby partnerskych krajin.

,Kto iny, ak nie MZVEZ SR, md ist’ prikladom a poukazovat’ na to, ¢o ma byt’ dnes v statnych institucidch
standardom a ¢o vz, naopak, dnes standardom nie je?“

INGRID BROCKOVA
State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic

She worked as a representative of the World Bank in Slovakia and a two-time ambassador of the Slovak
Republic to the OECD in Paris. Today, she is the Deputy Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of the
Slovak Republic. She has run four marathons and is the proud founder of a friendly book club that has
been meeting for over twenty years.

Economic diplomacy, development cooperation and cooperation with international organisations - all
these fields belong to Ms Brockova's portfolio. She considers increasing the level of inclusion and
diversity in the ministry, improving the "corporate" culture towards mutual respect, partnership and
trust, her primary mission. During her tenure, the ministry began to implement activities to support the
visibility of women in diplomacy, and two new positions were created - Coordinator for Gender Equality,
Inclusion and Diversity, and Ethics Advisor. In the field of development cooperation and humanitarian
aid, the ministry had to look for ways to respond effectively to the pandemic and the war in Ukraine in
the scope of the last two years. Ingrid Brockova is proud that they, in cooperation with non-governmental
organisations, were able to quickly and flexibly address the needs of partner countries.

"Who else, if not the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs, should lead by example and show what
should be the standard in state institutions today and what, on the contrary, is not the standard anymore?"



DENISA KOTEREC FRELICHOVA
Koordinatorka pre rovnost’ prilezitosti, diverzitu a inklUziv a generalna riaditelka sekcie ministra
MZVEZ SR

Vystudovala na Masarykovej univerzite v Ceskej republike. Pdsobila v Stalej misii pri OSN v New Yorku,
neskor viedla odbor OSN a medzinarodnych organizacii MZVEZ SR. Ako velvyslankyna zastupovala
Slovensko v Norsku a na Islande. Dnes je prvou koordinatorkou pre rovnost’' prilezitosti, diverzitu a
inklUziv a zaroven generdalnou riaditelkou sekcie ministra.

Stvorroéné pdsobenie v Skandinavii malo na Denisu Koterec FrelichovU silny vplyv. Oéaril ju
Skandindvsky zmysel pre férovost’, toleranciu a déstojnost’. TGto skusenost’ a Uprimnu vieru v rovnost’
prilezitosti pre vsetkych pretavila aj do svojej profesiondalnej kariéry. Niekolko rokov radila ministrovi
Miroslavovi Lajéakovi v agende rodovej rovnosti a posobila tiez ako poradkyna MZVEZ SR v témach
postavenia Zien a implementdacie rezolicie OSN s ndzvom Zeny, mier a bezpeénost’. Jej ambiciou je
vytvorit’ inkluzivhe a spravodlivé prostredie pre vsetkych ludi, ktoré by im ddavalo pocit bezpecia,
reSpektu a motivacie. Aktivhe spolupracuje s mimovlddnymi organizaciami, medzindarodnymi
instituciami a firmami s cielom rozprudit’ celospolocensku diskusiu a dosahovat’ meratelhé vysledky.
Prizndva, ze skibit’ diplomaciu a rodinny Zivot méze byt ndro¢né. Je viak presvediend, Ze cez
harmonizaciv pracovného a osobného zZivota je mozné mat’ oboje - Uspesnu kariéru a zdroven byt’
excelentnym rodi¢om.

~,Bez ambiciéznych, jasnych a meratelhych cielov a zmeny mentdlneho nastavenia ludi sa nepohneme
smerom k tolerantnejsej spoloc¢nosti.”
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DENISA KOTEREC FRELICHOVA
Coordinator for Equal Opportunities, Diversity and Inclusion and Director General of the Section of the
Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic

She graduated from Masaryk University in the Czech Republic. She worked in the Permanent Mission to
the United Nations in New York and later led the Department of the United Nations and International
Organisations of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic. As an ambassador,
she represented Slovakia in Norway and Iceland. Today, she is the first Coordinator for Equal
Opportunities, Diversity and Inclusion, as well as the Director General of the Section of the Minister.

Four years of work in Scandinavia strongly influenced Ms Frelichovd. She was charmed by the
Scandinavian sense of fairness, tolerance and dignity. She translated this experience and sincere belief in
equal opportunities for everyone into her professional career. For several years, she advised Minister
Miroslav Lajéak on the gender equality agenda. Further, she advised the Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs on the status of women and the implementation of the UN resolution entitled Women,
Peace and Security. Her ambition is to create an inclusive and fair environment for all people, giving them
a sense of security, respect and motivation. Ms Frelichovda actively cooperates with non-governmental
organisations, international institutions, and companies to stimulate a society-wide discussion and
achieve measurable results. She admits that combining diplomacy and family life can be difficult.
However, she believes that by harmonising work and personal life, it is possible to have both - a
successful career and, at the same time, being an excellent parent.

"We need ambitious, clear and measurable goals and to change the mindset of people to move towards a
more tolerant society."



LUBICA KARVASOVA
Poradkyna predsedu vlady pre zalezitosti EU (Serpa) a zakladatelka oddelenia pre eurépske zalezitosti
na Urade vlady SR

Studovala v Bratislave, Helsinkach a na Sorbonne. Jej stary otec bojoval proti nacizmu a in$piroval ju pre
sluzbu nasej krajine. Po¢as slovenského predsednictva v Rade EU pésobila v najuzsom time Staleho
predstavitela SR pri EU a neskér ako jeho prava ruka na pozicii Antici. V sGéasnosti z pozicie takzvaného
Serpu radi premiérovi, ktory zastupuje Slovensko v Europskej rade.

Po navrate na Slovensko iniciovala na zdklade skUsenosti z pésobenia v Bruseli a fungovania inych
Elenskych krajin EU vznik novej struktury na Urade vlady SR - oddelenia pre eurépske zalezitosti. S tym
sUviselo aj nasledné vytvorenie samostatnej pozicie Serpu na tomto Urade podla vzoru ostatnych
élenskych krajin EU. Hlavnym cielom bolo z Urovne Uradu vlady SR zvy$ovat' potencidl Slovenska
presadzovat’ svoje zaujmy na péde EU, ale aj opaéne, prendsat’ rozmer EU do domaceho uvazovania a
rozhodovania. Medzi Uspechy, ktoré sa v tejto novej konsteldacii za dva roky podarilo dosiahnut’ spolu s
timom ludi z rezortov a Bruselu, povazuje napriklad vyrokovanie dodatoénych vakcin Pfizer/BionTech pre
Slovensko v case, ked’ sme to najviac potrebovali, ¢i moznost’ vyuzit’ eurofondy na pomoc lud’'om z
Ukrajiny a energeticku krizu alebo pomoc Ukrajine pri ziskani statutu kandidatskej krajiny EU. V duchu
hesla pomdhat’ robit’ to, ¢o je spravne, nie len popularne, sa angazovala aj v pomoci s evakudciou nasich
obcanov a ludi z Afganistanu.

,Ked’ zacneme vsetci na Slovensku spdjat’ sily s cielom budovat’ modernu demokratickt krajinu, som
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presvedéend, Ze nds, aj d’alSie generdcie, ¢akd skveld buducnost’.
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LUBICA KARVASOVA
Diplomatic Advisor to the Prime Minister on EU Affairs (Sherpa) and founder of the EU Unit at
Government Office of the Slovak Republic

She studied in Bratislava, Helsinki and at Sorbonne University. Her grandfather fought against Nazism
andinspired her to serve her country. During the Slovak presidency of the Council of the EU, she worked in
the closest team of the Permanent Representative of the Slovak Republic to the EU and later, as his right
hand - an Antici. Currently, from the position of so-called Sherpa, she advises the Prime Minister, who
represents Slovakia in the European Council.

After returning to Slovakia, Ms Karvasova initiated the creation of a new structure at the Government
Office of the Slovak Republic - the EU Unit at the Government of the Slovak Republic, based on her
experience in Brussels and the operations of other EU member states. This was also related to the
subsequent creation of a separate position of Sherpa at this office, following the model of other EU
members. From the level of the Government Office of the Slovak Republic, the main goal was to increase
Slovakia's potential to promote its interests within the EU and vice versa, to transfer the EU dimension to
domestic thinking and decision-making. The successes achieved in this new constellation, together with
a team of people from various departments and Brussels, include, for example, the decision to donate
additional Pfizer/BioNTech vaccines to Slovakia at a time when we needed it most and the possibility of
using European funds to help people of Ukraine, to alleviate the energy crisis, and to provide assistance
to Ukraine to obtain the status of an EU candidate country. In the spirit of the principle to do what is right,
not just popular, she was also involved in helping evacuate Slovak citizens and people from Afghanistan.

"When all of us in Slovakia begin to join forces to build a modern democratic country, | am convinced that a
great future awaits us and the next generations."




LUCIA KISS
Generalna riaditelka sekcie hospodarskej a rozvojovej spoluprace MZVEZ SR

Studovala na univerzite v Oxforde a v Birminghame. Na ministerstve vnitra viedla odbor inklozie
marginalizovanych rémskych komunit. Vo veku tridsat’ rokov prijala ponuku viest’ SlovenskU agenturu
pre medzinarodnu rozvojovu spolupracu, znamu pod znackou SlovakAid. Dnes stoji na cele sekcie
hospodarskej a rozvojovej spoluprace MZVEZ SR.

Vd'aka studiv v zahranidi pocitila délezitost’ slusného dialégu, diverzity a tvorby politik zalozenych na
doékazoch. Na Slovensko sa rozhodla vratit’, lebo chcela prispiet’ k tomu, aby sa tu Zilo lepSie. Na
ministerstve vnutra viedla tim viac ako 50 pracovnikov a pracovnic¢ok a zodpovedala za 450 milidénov eur,
ktoré mali poméct’ pri inklUzii marginalizovanych rémskych komunit. Vyzvy viest’ rozvojovu spoluprdacu
a humanitarnu pomoc pod znackou SlovakAid sa v mladom veku chopila s nadsenim a obrovskym
pocitom zodpovednosti. Délezité pre nu bolo vybudovat’ kvalitny tim, ziskat’ si déveru a podporu pre
pozitivhe zmeny. Rozvojovej spoluprdaci a humanitarnej pomoci sa venuje aj na sucasnej pozicii. Svojou
prdcou sa zdaroven podiela na zvySovani konkurencieschopnosti slovenskej ekonomiky, ¢o prispieva k
tvorbe novych pracovnych miest i posiliiovaniu ekonomickej prosperity krajiny.

,Chcela by som, aby sme prostrednictvom nasej zahrani¢nej sluzby dokazali aj nad’alej kvalitne
podporovat’ slovenskych podnikatelov a podnikatelky pri etablovani sa na zahrani¢nych trhoch a zaroven
pritiahnut’ na Slovensko viac zahrani¢nych investicii.“

LUCIA KISS
Director General of the Economic and Development Cooperation Section of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Slovak Republic

Lucia Kiss studied at the University of Oxford and Birmingham. At the Ministry of the Interior, she led the
Department of Inclusion of Marginalised Roma Communities. At the age of thirty, she accepted an offer
to lead the Slovak Agency for International Development Cooperation, known as SlovakAid. Today, she
leads the economic and development cooperation section of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Slovak Republic.

Studying abroad made Ms Kiss feel the importance of a respectful dialogue, diversity, and
evidence-based policymaking. She decided to return to Slovakia because she wanted to contribute to a
better life here. At the Ministry of the Interior, she led a team of more than 50 workers. She was
responsible for 450 million euros to help with the inclusion of marginalised Roma communities. At a
young age, she took on the challenge of leading development cooperation and humanitarian aid under
the SlovakAid brand with enthusiasm and a huge sense of responsibility. It was important for her to build
a quality team and gain its trust and support for positive changes. She focuses on development
cooperation and humanitarian aid in her current position too. Through her work, she also contributes to
increasing the competitiveness of the Slovak economy, which leads to the creation of new jobs and the
strengthening of the country's economic prosperity.

"I would like that, through our foreign service, we continue to provide quality support to Slovak
businessmen and businesswomen in establishing themselves in foreign markets and, at the same time,
attract more foreign investments to Slovakia."



KATARINA KRALIKOVA
Riaditelka komunikaéného odboru MZVEZ SR

Studovala pravo v Banskej Bystrici, v Salzburgu a na University College London. Ako odbornicka na
europske zalezitosti posobila vyse pat’ rokov v Bruseli. Styri roky pracovala na slovenskom
velvyslanectve v Prétorii a neskor v New Yorku. Dnes je riaditelkou komunikacného odboru MZVEZ.

Pocas posobenia v Juznej Afrike priviedla do regiénu viacero podnikatelskych delegdacii, pomdhala s
investiciou juhoafrickej spolo¢nosti na Slovensku ¢i nastartovala spolupracu medzi univerzitou v Pretérii
a expertmi a expertkami z V4. Skisenosti z Afriky neskér naplno vyuzila v New Yorku, kde sa jej podarilo
vytvorit’ viacero spoluprac so startupovymi akceleratormi a umiestiiovat’ do nich mladé slovenské firmy
¢i nadviazat’ spoluprdcu s jednou z top svetovych univerzit - Massachusettskym technologickym
institotom. Dnes riadi komunikaény odbor MZVEZ SR. Je Uprimne hrdd, Ze sa jej podarilo vybudovat’
kvalitny institucionalnu komunikaciv, z ktorej je jasné, ¢o rezort diplomacie robi a preco. Aktivne
podporuje rozhodnutia mladych Zien venovat’ sa diplomatickej misii. Veri, Ze je mozné dosiahnut’
harmoniu kariérneho a rodinného zZivota, a to bez neprimeranych kompromisov. Jej samej sa jedno
diet’a narodilo pocas diplomatického pésobenia v USA a druhé v Juznej Afrike.

,Povazujem za svoju povinnost’ pracovat’ d’alej na kultivacii verejnej mienky tak, aby sme potvrdzovali
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nasu zdpadnu hodnotovu prislusnost’ a neohrozili nasu buducnost’.

KATARINA KRALIKOVA
Director of the Communications Department of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the
Slovak Republic

She studied Law in Banska Bystrica, in Salzburg and at University College London. As an expert in
European affairs, she worked in Brussels for over five years. Afterwards, she worked for four years at the
Slovak embassy in Pretoria and later in New York. Today, she is the Director of the Communications
Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

During her time in South Africa, Ms Kralikova brought several business delegations to the region. She
also helped with the investment of a South African company in Slovakia and initiated cooperation
between the University of Pretoria and experts from V4. She later made full use of her experience from
Africa in New York, where she created several collaborations with startup accelerators and placed young
Slovak companies in them. Furthermore, she established cooperation with one of the world's top
universities - the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Today, Ms Kralikova leads the Communications
Department of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic. She is sincerely proud
that she built high-quality institutional communication that clarifies what the department of diplomacy
does and why. She actively supports young women's decision to focus on a diplomatic mission. She
believes it is possible to achieve harmony in career and family life without undue compromises. Ms
Kralikova gave birth to one child during her diplomatic service in the USA and another in South Africa.

"I consider it my duty to continue to work on cultivating public opinion in such a way that confirms our
western value dffiliation and does not endanger our future."




MARIA KRASNOHORSKA
Byvala velvyslankyna Slovenskej republiky

Ako velvyslankyna posobila v Taliansku, na Malte, v San Marine, vo Francuzsku, v Monaku a Alzirsku.
Slovensko tiez zastupovala ako stala predstavitelka pri OSN v Zeneve a pri UNESCO v Parizi. Stoji za
kniznou publikaciou, ktora mapuje vznik a vyvoj slovenskej zahranicnej sluzby.

Mdaria Krasnohorskd sa v diplomacii pohybuje uz vyse tridsat’ rokov. Ako jedna z prvych slovenskych
velvyslankyn stala pri zrode slovenskej zahrani¢nej sluzby. Je hrdd, Ze sme svojho ¢asu ako mlady stat
zvladli zaclenenie do medzindrodnych struktur, UspesSne zavfsili bezprecedentné integraéné procesy a
dnes zastdva slovenskd diplomacia reSpektovany profesiondlny post na medzindrodnej scéne. Vyznam
slovenskej diplomacie a jej Ulohu, ktoru pri formovani statu zohrala, ilustruje pani Krasnohorska spolu s
d'alsimi diplomatmi a diplomatkami v publikdcii Svedectva a pribehy - Diplomacia v obdobi vzniku SR.
V roku 2021 jej vtedajsi minister MZVEZ SR Ivan Korcok udelil Medailu za zasluhy o slovensku diplomaciu.
Je nositelkou francuzskeho statneho vyznamenania Rad Cestnej légie. Uznavana velvyslankyha
povzbudzuje mladé diplomatky a diplomatov, aby v ¢ase velkych kriz a s agresorom za dverami hladali
nové vyzvy. Cestu k ich naplneniu vnima v osobnej stato¢nosti a odvahe pomenovat’ veci pravym
menom.

,Verim, Ze vzdelani a rozhladeni mladi ludia najdu zalUbenie v sluzbe statu. Som presvedéend, Ze pre ludi
s otvorenymi o¢ami budu kolegidlny respekt, diverzita a inkluzia Uplnou samozrejmost’ou.”

MARIA KRASNOHORSKA
Former ambassador of the Slovak Republic

As an ambassador, Maria Krasnohorska worked in Italy, Malta, San Marino, France, Monaco, and
Algeria. She also represented Slovakia at the UN in Geneva and at UNESCO in Paris. She organised the
publication of a book which maps the origin and development of the Slovak foreign service.

Madria Krasnohorska has been active in diplomacy for over thirty years. As one of the first Slovak female
ambassadors, she stood at the birth of the Slovak foreign service. She is proud that at one time, as a
young state, we integrated into international structures and successfully completed unprecedented
integration processes. Today, Slovak diplomacy occupies a respected professional position on the
international scene. The importance of Slovak diplomacy and its role in the formation of the state is
illustrated by Ms Krasnohorskd and other diplomats in the publication Testimonies and Stories -
Diplomacy during the founding of the Slovak Republic. In 2021, the then Minister of Foreign and European
Affairs, lvan Korc¢ok, awarded her the Medal for Services to Slovak diplomacy. She also holds the French
state award of the Order of the Legion of Honour. The renowned ambassador encourages young
diplomats to face new challenges in times of great crises and with an aggressor at the door. She thinks
the way to fulfilment is in personal bravery and the courage to call things by their proper name.

"I believe that educated and well-rounded young people will fall in love with the service of the state. | am
convinced that for people with open eyes, the values of collegial respect, diversity and inclusion will be a
matter of course."”
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ANDREA ELSCHEKOVA MATISOVA
Velvyslankyna Slovenskej republiky v Polsku

Vystudovala na Univerzite Komenského, doktorat obhgjila na Fakulte politickych vied a
medzinarodnych vzt'ahov Univerzity Mateja Bela. Bola riaditelkou odboru hlavného vyjednavaca pre
vstup Slovenskej republiky do Europskej Unie. Viedla Zastupenie Eurépskej komisie na Slovensku a z
pozicie generdlnej riaditelky tiez sekciu europskych zalezitosti na MZVEZ SR. Post velvyslankyne
zastavala vo §vajéiarsku, v Lichtenstajnsku a Polsku, kde posobi dodnes.

Z diplomatickej kariéry rada spomina na stvorro¢ny rokovaci maratén, pocas ktorého viedla odbor
hlavného vyjednavaéa pre vstup Slovenska do EU. I5lo o mnoZstvo rokovani na domacej péde, na Urovni
vlady, parlamentuy, stretnutia s politickymi stranami a sukromnym & mimovladnym sektorom s cielom
spravne zadefinovat’ pozicie Slovenska na rokovania v Bruseli. Nasledne bolo potrebné slovenské
postoje presne odkomunikovat’ zahraniénym partnerom a skoordinovat’ jednotlivé kroky s ostatnymi
kandidatskymi krajinami. Andrea Elschekovd Matisova to spatne vnima ako dlhu klukatu cestu s jasnym
cielom a veri, ze klu¢om k Uspechu verejnej politiky sU prave spravne zadefinované ciele ¢i zaujmy, dobre
napldnovand cesta k ich dosiahnutiu, prehladné data, analytickd praca, a hlavne kvalitni ludia a
systematickd komunikacia smerom k verejnosti.

,Slovensko je ¢lenska krajina EU, eurépska politika preto nesmie byt’ vnimand a robend ako zahraniénd
politika, ale ako nasa domdca - od politickej, expertnej az po obéiansku uroven.”

ANDREA ELSCHEKOVA MATISOVA
Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to Poland

She graduated from Comenius University and received her doctorate from the Faculty of Political
Sciences and International Relations of the Matej Bel University. She worked as the Director of the Chief
Negotiator's Department for Slovakia's entry into the EU. Later, she led the Representation of the
European Commission in Slovakia and, as a Director General, she also led the section of European Affairs
at the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs. She held the post of ambassador to Switzerland,
Liechtenstein and Poland, where she works today.

Andrea Elschekova Matisovd likes to reminisce about the four-year negotiation marathon, during which
she led the Chief Negotiator's Department for Slovakia's entry into the EU. It involved negotiations at
home, at the level of the government and parliament, as well as meetings with political parties and the
private and non-governmental sector to define Slovakia's positions for the negotiations in Brussels.
Subsequently, it was necessary to communicate Slovak positions to foreign partners and coordinate
further steps with other candidate countries. In retrospect, Ms Elschekovd Matisova sees it as a long and
winding road with a clear goal. She believes that the key to the success of public policy is precisely
defined goals and interests, a well-planned path to achieve them, accurate data, analytical work, and
above all, both quality people and systematic communication towards the public.

"Slovakia is a member country of the EU; therefore, European politics must not be perceived and conducted
as foreign policy, but as our domestic policy - from political and expert to the civil level."



ANNA PLASSAT MURINOVA
Velvyslankyna a stala delegatka Slovenskej republiky pri UNESCO v Parizi

Absolvovala pravo na Univerzite Komenského, kde sa venovala medzinarodnej ochrane prav zien.
Studovala tiez na parizskych Ecole Nationale d’Administration a Université Panthéon-Assas. Riadila
sekciu medzinarodnych organizacii a ludskych prav a sekciu hospodarskej a rozvojovej spoluprace
MZVEZ SR. Dnes je velvyslankynou Slovenskej republiky pri UNESCO v Parizi.

Anna Plassat Murinovd sa uz pocas studia angazovala v prospech posilhovania postavenia zien. Dnes
podporuje mladé Zeny z pozicie stalej delegatky pri UNESCO so sidlom vo FranciUzsku. Jej Ulohou je
reprezentovat’ Slovensko, presadzovat’ slovenské zaujmy a ciele a zviditelhovat’ expertny a ludsky
potencidl Slovenska. Je Uprimne hrdd, Ze pocas jej pésobenia v Stalej delegdcii SR pri UNESCO sa nasej
krajine podarilo zapisat’ 6smu slovensky lokalitu na Zoznam svetového dedi¢stva UNESCO - Hranice
Rimskej rise (Dunajsky Limes). Uspech v prvom rade priznava slovenskym odbornikom a odborni¢kam,
ktori na nomindcii pracovali dlhych dvadsat’ rokov. Jej lohou bolo tento projekt diplomaticky doviest’
do Uspesného konca hlavne v ¢ase ndroé¢nej spoluprace s d’alsimi krajinami. Timova prdaca, nasadenie a
dobré vzt'ahy s ¢lenskymi krajinami UNESCO sa oplatili aj pri d'alSom Uspechu. Po dvoch neUspesnych
kandidaturach v minulosti bola pod jej vedenim Slovenskd republika zvolend do Vyboru na ochranu
nehmotného kulturneho dedi¢stva UNESCO.

,Cim viac nas Zien diplomatiek bude, tym efektivnejsie budeme vediet’ formovat’ verejnu mienku a tak
posiliiovat’ respekt k Zendm a toleranciu spolocnosti voci nasej volbe.”

ANNA PLASSAT MURINOVA
Ambassador and Permanent Delegate of the Slovak Republic to UNESCO in Paris

She graduated in law at Comenius University, where she focused mainly on the international protection
of women's rights. She also studied at the Ecole Nationale d'Administration in Paris and the Université
Panthéon-Assas. She managed the International Organisations and Human Rights Section and the
Economic and Development Cooperation Section of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs. Today
she is the ambassador of the Slovak Republic to UNESCO in Paris.

Ms Plassat Murinova was committed to women's empowerment already during her studies. Today, she
supports young women as a Permanent Delegate to UNESCO in France. Her task is to represent Slovakia,
promote Slovakia'’s interests and goals, and make Slovakia's expertise and human potential visible. She
is proud that during her tenure in the Permanent Delegation of Slovakia to UNESCO, our country
registered the eighth Slovak site the UNESCO World Heritage List - the Borders of the Roman Empire
(Danube Limes). She primarily attributes the success to the Slovak experts who worked on the
nomination for twenty years. Her task was to diplomatically bring this project to a successful end,
especially at a time of challenging cooperation with other countries. Teamwork, commitment and good
relations with UNESCO member countries paid off with further success. After two unsuccessful
candidacies in the past, under Ms Plassat Murinova's leadership, the Slovak Republic was elected to the
UNESCO Committee for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage.

"The more female diplomats there are, the more effectively we will be able to shape public opinion and
thus strengthen respect for women and society’s acceptance of our choice.”




MARIANNA NEUPAUEROVA
Zastupkyna vykonného riaditela Medzinarodného vysehradského fondu

Studovala v Prahe, Plymouthe, Hamburgu a Benatkach. Na MZVEZ SR, v Slovenskej komisii pre UNESCO
a Zastopeni Eurépskej komisie pri OSN v Zeneve sa venovala ludskopravnym témam ¢&i rozvojovej
spolupraci a humanitarnej pomoci. Dnes je zastupkynou vykonného riaditela Medzinarodného
vysSehradského fondu.

TOzi byt’ na svoju krajinu hrdd a sama chce prispiet’ k jej formovaniu. Imponuje jej diplomaticka tradicia
prvej CSR, talent zien anglofénnej diplomacie 20. storoéia a odvaha disentu. Ziadnej generdcii by podla
nej nemali chybat’ zmysel pre humor, Ucta k slovu a respekt k osobnostiam. To si uvedomuje nielen ako
diplomatka, ale aj ako manzelka a matka. V Medzindrodnom vysehradskom fonde nastavuje grantovy
systém, navrhuje nové schémy podpory a riadi administrdciu stoviek projektov. Profesionalne je
Marianna Neupauerova hrdd, zZe s celym timom Uspesne, flexibilne a rychlo odpovedali na mimoriadne
vyzvy poslednych rokov vo vysehradskom regidne, ako aj v krajinadch zapadného Balkanu a Vychodného
partnerstva.

»,Medzinarodnu spoluprdcu, ako aj vzt'ahy v rodine a dialég v spolocnosti, musime aktivne budovat’ s
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dérazom na vzdjomné porozumenie a spolo¢nu buducnost’.

MARIANNA NEUPAUEROVA
Deputy Executive Director of the International Visegrad Fund

She studied in Prague, Plymouth, Hamburg, and Venice. She worked on human rights issuves,
development cooperation and humanitarian aid at the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the
Slovak Republic, the Slovak Commission for UNESCO, and the Representation of the European
Commiission at the UN in Geneva. Today, she is the Deputy Executive Director of the International
Visegrad Fund.

Ms Neupauerovda wants to be proud of her country and contribute to its formation. She is impressed by
the diplomatic tradition of first Czechoslovakia, the talent of women anglophone diplomacy of the 20t
century and the courage of dissent. According to her, no generation should lack a sense of humour,
respect for words, and respect for personalities. She realises this not only as a diplomat but also as a wife
and mother. In the International Visegrad Fund, she sets up a grant system, proposes new support
schemes and manages the administration of hundreds of projects. Ms Neupauerova is proud that she
and the entire team have successfully, flexibly and quickly responded to the extraordinary challenges of
recent years in the Visegrad region and the countries of the Western Balkans and the Eastern
Partnership.

"We must actively build international cooperation, as well as family relations and dialogue in society, with
an emphasis on mutual understanding and a common future.”



PETRA NOVAK
Koordinatorka v kancelarii ministra zahrani¢énych veci a europskych zalezitosti Slovenskej republiky

Absolvovala odbor eurépske stodia na Univerzite Komenského. Odborne sa venuje témam rozvojovej
spoluprace, humanitarnej pomoci a bezpeénostnej politiky EU. V Luxemburgu a Bratislave
spolupredsedala pracovnej skupine Rady EU COHAFA pre humanitarnu a potravinovi pomoc. V Bruseli
zastavala funkcivu delegatky vo vybore pre civilné aspekty krizového manazmentu CIVCOM a
koordinatorky rokovani v Politickom a bezpecnostnom vybore. Dnes posobi v kabinete ministra MZVEZ
SR.

Na zadiatku kariéry mala Petra Novdk jedine¢nu prilezitost’ podielat’ sa na luxemburskom a nasledne
slovenskom predsednictve v Rade Eurépskej Unie. Neskér pomdahala vo funkcii slovenskej delegatky vo
vybore CIVCOM riedit’ konflikty a krizy na Urovni civilného krizového manazmentu. Ide o jedinecny
ndstroj EU, ktory prispieva ku globdlnej bezpe¢nosti v zahraniéi aj doma. Poéas prvych tyzdiov vojny na
Ukrajine zastdvala funkciu koordinatorky rokovani velvyslancov a velvyslankyh élenskych statov EU v
Politickom a bezpeénostnom vybore. Svoje predoslé skusenosti vyuziva na dnesnej pozicii v kabinete
ministra, kde pomaha s pripravou rokovani ministrov zahraniénych veci élenskych statov EU a zaroveh sa
stale aktivne venuje humanitarnej pomoci a rozvojovej spoluprdci.

,Slovensko je mald krajina s obmedzenymi zdrojmi. Ak viak tieto zdroje dobre nasmerujeme, vieme
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zdrojmi ¢asto chyba.”
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PETRA NOVAK
Coordinator in the Office of the Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic

She graduated in European Studies at Comenius University. In her work, she focuses on the topics of
development cooperation, humanitarian aid, and the security policy of the EU. In Luxembourg and
Bratislava, she co-chaired the EU Council COHAFA, a working group for humanitarian aid and food
assistance. In Brussels, she was a delegate in the CIVCOM committee for civilian aspects of crisis
management and worked as a coordinator of negotiations in the Political and Security Committee.
Today, she works in the cabinet of the Minister of Foreign and European Affairs.

At the beginning of her career, Ms Novdak had the unique opportunity to participate in the Luxembourg
and then Slovak presidency of the Council of the European Union. Later, as a Slovak delegate in the
CIVCOM committee, she helped to resolve conflicts and crises at the level of civilian crisis management.
Itis a unique EU tool that contributes to global security abroad and at home. During the first weeks of the
war in Ukraine, she held the position of coordinator of negotiations between EU member states'
ambassadors in the Political and Security Committee. She uses her previous experience in her current
position in the minister's cabinet, where she helps with the preparation of negotiations between the
ministers of foreign affairs of the EU member states and, at the same time, is still actively involved in
humanitarian aid and development cooperation.

"Slovakia is a small country with limited resources. However, if we direct these resources well, we can
provide meaningful help where it is needed. Thus, aid can be more targeted, which often lacks in the aid of
countries with greater resources."



KATARINA TOMKOVA )
Riaditelka kancelarie statneho tajomnika pre EU zalezitosti na Ministerstve zahranicnych veci a
europskych zalezitosti Slovenskej republiky

Vystudovala modernufilolégiu - anglicky a francozsky jazyk na PreSovskej univerzite. Vyse desat’ rokov
posobila ako expertka a negociatorka v oblasti eurofondov. Zohrala aktivhu Ulohu pri priprave a
vykone predsednictva SR v Rade EU, takzvanom SK PRES EU. Pésobila v Bruseli ako senior diplomatka
pre politiku sUdrznosti v Stalom zastUpeni SR pri EU ¢ na Zastupitelskom Urade SR v Dilli ako
zastupkyna velvyslanca. Dnes riadi kancelariv statneho tajomnika MZVEZ SR.

Katarina Tomkova vd'aka studiv jazykov prirodzene inklinovala k praci v medzindrodnom prostredi. O to
vaédmi je hrdd, ze po desat'rocnej skusenosti v oblasti eurofondov dostala prilezitost’ aktivne
koordinovat’ pripravu SK PRES EU a zastupovat’ tak zaujmy Slovenska aj v sirsom kontexte eurépskej a
zahrani¢nej politiky. Diplomatické poésobenie v Indii povazuje za splneny sen. Bolo pre fu fascinujuce
snazit’ sa porozumiet’ indopacifickému regiénu a jeho rastucej geopolitickej Ulohe a v tomto priestore
hladat’ prilezitosti pre Slovensko. Dnes v role riaditelky kanceldrie statneho tajomnika zodpovedad za
planovanie jeho pracovného programu a organizdciuv kazdej aktivity od logistiky ¢i protokolarnych
darov az po ndapln rokovani a ich medializdciu.

,Je to praca kazdy den ind, dynamickd, tvorivd, plna vyziev. To ju robi zaujimavou a ndroénou zdroven.”

KATARINA TOMKOVA
Director of the Office of the State Secretary for EU Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs
of the Slovak Republic

She studied modern philology - English and French at the University of Presov. She worked as an expert
and negotiator in the field of European structural funds for over ten years. She played an active role in
the preparation and performance of the presidency of the Slovak Republic in the Council of the EU,
known as SK PRES EU. She worked in Brussels as a Senior Diplomat for Cohesion Policy at the Permanent
Representation of the Slovak Republic to the EU and as a Deputy Ambassador at the Representative
Office of the Slovak Republic in Delhi. Today, she manages the office of the State Secretary of the Ministry
of Foreign and European Affairs.

Thanks to studying languages, Ms Tomkova was naturally inclined to work in an international
environment. She is proud that, after ten years of experience in the European structural funds, she got the
opportunity to actively coordinate the preparation of SK PRES EU and thus represent Slovakia's interests
in the broader context of European and foreign policy. She considers diplomatic work in India to be her
dream come true. It was fascinating for her to learn about and understand the Indo-Pacific region and its
growing geopolitical role and look for opportunities for Slovakia there. Today, in her role as the Director
of the State Secretary's office, she is responsible for planning his work programme and organising every
activity - from logistics and protocol gifts to the content of the negotiations and their media coverage.

"This job is different every day, dynamic, creative, and full of challenges. That makes it interesting and
challenging at the same time."



VERONIKA TREBULOVA
Rozvojova diplomatka v Moldavskej republike

Vystudovala migracné studia a medzinarodny rozvoj na univerzite v Oxforde. Absolvovala rozvojové
staze v Cesku a Kolumbii. Takmer pat’ rokov pésobila ako projektova a finanéna manazérka projektov
rozvojovej spoluprace pre Slovensku agentiru pre medzinarodnu rozvojovu spolupracu pod znackou
SlovakAid. Dnes sa ako prva zena od vzniku velvyslanectva SR v Moldavskej republike chysta zastavat’
funkcivu rozvojovej diplomatky.

Slovenskd a Moldavska republika maju podobnu historickU skusenost’. Slovensko si preslo procesom
transformacie a stalo sa z prijimatela rozvojovej pomoci donorskou krajinou. Aj preto je Usilim Veroniky
Trebulovej v novej role rozvojovej diplomatky podporovat’ Moldavsku republiku v procese integracie do
EU a prispiet’ k udrzatelnému rozvoju tejto krajiny. Jej Ulohou je tiez sledovat’ aktudlne dianie,
monitorovat’ a vyhodnocovat’ rozvojové projekty s cielom zefektivnit’ programovanie, ako aj samotnu
realizaciu rozvojovych intervencii tak, aby ¢o najadresnejsie reflektovali potreby miestnych komunit a
prispievali k zlepSeniu zZivotnych podmienok obyvatelstva. Zodpovedda tiez za prepdjanie slovenskych a
moldavskych subjektov zo statnej, neziskovej, akademickej &i privatnej sféry.

»Realizdciou rozvojovych projektov su okrem podpory Moldavskej republiky a jej obyvatelstva posiliiované
aj slovenské persondlne kapacity vd'aka ziskavanivu odbornych poznatkov a praktickych skusenosti
priamo z terénu.”

VERONIKA TREBULOVA
Development Diplomat in the Republic of Moldova

She studied Migration and International Development at the University of Oxford. She completed
development internships in the Czech Republic and Colombia. For almost five years, she worked as a
project and financial manager of development cooperation projects for the Slovak Agency for
International Development Cooperation. As the first woman appointed to the Embassy of the Slovak
Republicin the Republic of Moldova, she will hold the position of a development diplomat.

Slovakia and Moldova have similar historical experiences. Since then, Slovakia underwent a
transformation process, becoming a donor country rather than a recipient of development aid. That is
why Ms Trebulova's efforts in her new role as a development diplomat will support the Republic of
Moldova in the process of EU integration and contribute to the sustainable development of this country.
She follows current events and monitors and evaluates development projects to streamline
programming and the actual implementation of development interventions so that they reflect the
needs of local communities as accurately as possible and contribute to improving the population’s living
conditions. She also connects Slovak and Moldovan entities from the state, non-profit, academic, and
private sectors.

"In addition to supporting the Republic of Moldova and its population, the implementation of
development projects also strengthens Slovak personnel capacities through acquiring expertise and
practical experience directly from the field."




PETRA VARGOVA
Stala predstavitelka Slovenskej republiky pri Europskej Unii

Vystudovala sociolégiv na Univerzite Komenského a postgradualny program v odbore eurépske studia
na Academia Istropolitana Nova. Prvé zahranicné vyslanie absolvovala na slovenskom velvyslanectve
v Lisabone. Nasledovali Ulohy v Bruseli, kde v sUcasnosti posobi na poste velvyslankyne Staleho
zastUpenia SR pri EU - stalej predstavitelky SR pri EU.

Europskej agende sa velvyslankyna Petra Vargova venuje cely profesiondlny zivot. Na zaciatku kariéry
bola sucast’'ou timu, ktory rokoval o vstupe SR do EU. Historicky moment, ked’ sa Slovensko stalo
¢lenskou krajinou EU, uz prezivala ako diplomatka Staleho zastUpenia SR pri EU v Bruseli. Vyraznou
mierou sa podielala na priprave a vykone nasho prvého predsednictva v Rade EU. Jej vymenovanim za
stalu predstavitelku SR pri EU ma Slovensko po prvykrat na tejto pozicii zenu. Stdle zastUpenie SR pri EU
je najvadsi slovensky zastupitelsky Urad a aj jeden z najndroénejsich. Legislativa a rieSenia, ktoré sa
dohodnu v Bruseli, sa stavaju sucast’'ou slovenskej narodnej legislativy a zasadne rdmcuju aj d'alsie
kroky prijimané na Urovni ¢lenskych krajin. Po mnohych rokoch skusenosti v odbore velvyslankyra Petra
Vargovd prizndva, ze rychle vyhry a Uspechy nie sU v diplomacii typické - je to predovsetkym o
systémovej a timovej praci v prospech SR a zaroven celej EU.

,Sme suéast’'ou EU uz 18 rokov a chceme, aby nds hlas bolo poéut’, aby sme mali svoj podiel na tom, v akej
Unii Zijeme a ako bude vyzerat’ v buducnosti.”
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PETRA VARGOVA
Permanent Representative of the Slovak Republic to the European Union

She studied sociology at Comenius University and a postgraduate programme in European studies at
Academia Istropolitana Nova. She completed her first foreign assignment at the Slovak embassy in
Lisbon. This was followed by tasks in Brussels, where she currently works as an ambassador of the
Permanent Representation of the Slovak Republic to the EU - the Permanent Representative of the
Slovak Republic to the EU.

Ms Vargova has devoted her entire professional life to the European agenda. At the beginning of her
career, she was part of the team that negotiated the entry of the Slovak Republic into the EU. She
experienced the historical moment when Slovakia became a member of the EU as a diplomat of the
Permanent Representation of the Slovak Republic to the EU in Brussels. She was significantly involved in
preparing and performing our first Presidency in the Council of the EU. By appointing her as the
Permanent Representative of the Slovak Republic to the EU, Slovakia has a woman in this position for the
first time. The Permanent Representation of the Slovak Republic to the EU is the largest Slovak
representative office and also one of the most demanding. Legislation and solutions agreed upon in
Brussels become part of Slovak national legislation. They fundamentally frame other steps taken at the
level of member states. After many years of experience in the field, Ms Vargovd admits that quick wins
and successes are not typical in diplomacy - it is primarily about systemic and team-oriented work for
the benefit of the Slovak Republic and, at the same time, the entire EU.

"We have been part of the EU for 18 years, and we want our voice to be heard, to have a say in what kind of
union we live in and what it will look like in the future."
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MAGDALENA VASARYOVA
Byvala velvyslankyna a statna tajomnicka Slovenskej republiky

Absolvovala sociolégiu na Univerzite Komenského. Uz pocas studia sa objavovala v kultovych
ceskoslovenskych filmoch a divadlach. Zac¢iatkom devat'desiatych rokov posobila ako slovenska
velvyslankyia vo Viedni a neskér vo Varsave. Takmer devat’' rokov bola predsedni¢kou Ziveny,
najstarsieho Zenského spolku na Slovensku.

Magdalana Vasaryova bola pionierkou zZenskej diplomacie. Po pade komunizmu sa chopila roly prvej
zeny - velvyslankyne CSFR vo Viedni, kde pdsobila tri roky. V tom &ase organizovala semindare pre d’alsie
velvyslanectva s cielom priblizit’ im situaciv v byvalej Juhoslavii. Za¢iatkom devat'desiatych rokov
spoluzalozila a sedem rokov viedla SlovenskU spolo¢nost’ pre zahrani¢nU politiku (SFPA). Za
angazovanie v socidlnej a kulturnej oblasti ziskala ako prva zena vyznamnu Eurépsku cenu Aloisa
Mocka. Aktivne podporuje diplomatky v snahe presadit’ pre seba lepSie podmienky, ked’ze sama s tym
na zaciatku svojej diplomatickej kariéry bojovala. Prizndva, zZe pre zenu méze byt' cesta diplomacie
ndaroénd, ale veri, ze s dobrym planom a podporou rodiny to ide. Pani Vasaryova bola tiez prvou
kandidatkou na prezidentku Slovenskej republiky.

»Za 30 rokov sme na Slovensku presli neuveritelhy kus cesty. Svojim sp6sobom to vnimam ako zdzrak.“

MAGDALENA VASARYOVA
Former ambassador and state secretary of the Slovak Republic

Magdaléna Vasaryova graduated in sociology at Comenius University. During her studies, she appeared
in cult Czechoslovak films and theatres. At the beginning of the nineties, she worked as the Slovak
ambassador in Vienna and later in Warsaw. She was the president of Zivena, the oldest women's
association in Slovakia, for almost nine years.

Magdaléna Vasaryova was a pioneer of female diplomacy. After the fall of communism, she assumed the
role of the first female Czechoslovak ambassador in Vienna, where she worked for three years. At that
time, she organised seminars for other embassies to bring them closer to the situation in former
Yugoslavia. She co-founded and led the Slovak Foreign Policy Association (SFPA) for seven years in the
early nineties. For her involvement in the social and cultural field, she was the first woman to receive the
important European Alois Mock Award. She actively supports female diplomats in their efforts to assert
better conditions for themselves, as she struggled with this at the beginning of her diplomatic career
herself. She admits that the path of diplomacy can be difficult for a woman. Still, she believes it is
possible with a good plan and family support. Ms Vasaryova was also the first female candidate for
president of the Slovak Repubilic.

“In 30 years, Slovakia has come an incredible journey. In a way, | consider it a miracle.”



KARLA WURSTEROVA
Velvyslankyna Slovenskej republiky v Talianskvu, San Marine a na Malte

Studovala na Ekonomickej univerzite v Bratislave a na Ecole Nationale d’Administration v Parizi. Ma
Siroké skuUsenosti s riadenim. Na MZVEZ SR viedla sekciv medzinarodnych organizacii, rozvojovej
spoluprace a humanitarnej pomoci, odbor rozvojovej spoluprace a humanitarnej pomoci, odbor
europskych politik, ako aj Medzinarodny vysehradsky fond. Ako diplomatka posobila v Prahe a Bruseli.
Dnes zastava post velvyslankyne v Talianskej republike, v San Marine a na Malte.

Studentsky zivot v zahrani¢i mal na Karlu Wursterovu velky vplyv. Nauéil ju, aké délezité je dobré a
kvalitné vzdelanie, ovladdanie cudzich jazykov, budovanie a kultivovanie kontaktov a neustala praca na
sebe. V zadiatkoch kariéry bola jej vzorom pani velvyslankyna Mdaria Krasnohorskd, ktord, podla nej,
stelesfiuje principy a hodnoty potrebné na kvalitné vykondavanie profesie diplomatky. Ci uz ide o
pracovitost’, vytrvalost’, ludsky pokoru alebo odvahu podporit’ svoje kolegyne a kolegov. Karla
Woursterovda dnes sama aktivnhe podporuje a mentoruje mladé zeny v diplomacii. Svoje profesiondalne
Uspechy, ako sama uvdadza, by nedosiahla bez timovej prace. Je hrdd, ze mohla byt’ pri tvorbe rozvojovej
spoluprdce SR, prehlbovani dialégu rezortu diplomacie s mimovladnym sektorom, &i pri zefektivneni a
zviditelheni Medzindrodného vySehradského fondu. Je rovnako hrdq, ze bola ¢lenkou predsednickeho
timu v EU v Bruseli a prispela k vytvoreniu Eurépskeho fondu pre udrzatelhy rozvoj. V rovhakom duchu
pokracuje aj v su¢asnej misii v Taliansku.

,Stat’ sa uzndvanym diplomatom alebo uznavanou diplomatkou je mozné bez ohladu na to, z akej velkej
a vplyvnej krajiny ¢lovek pochadza.”
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KARLA WURSTEROVA
Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to Italy, San Marino and Malta

She studied in Bratislava and at Ecole Nationale d'Administration in Paris. She has extensive
management experience. At the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs, she led the Section of
International Organisations, Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid, the Department of
Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid, the Department of European Policies, and the
International Visegrad Fund. She worked in Prague and Brussels. Today, she is an ambassador to Italy,
San Marino and Malta.

Student life abroad had a significant influence on Ms Wursterova. It taught her how important it is to
have a quality education, master foreign languages, build and cultivate contacts, and constantly
develop. At the beginning of her career, her role model was ambassador Mdaria Krasnohorskd, who,
according to Ms Wursterovd, embodied the principles and values necessary for the high-quality
performance of a diplomat, such as hard work, perseverance, humility and the courage to support
colleagues. Today, Ms Wursterova supports and mentors young women in diplomacy. She sees
teamwork as crucial to her professional achievements. She is proud that she could contribute to
Slovakia’'s development cooperation, the deepening of the dialogue between the ministry and the
non-governmental sector, and the efficiency and visibility of the International Visegrad Fund. She is
equally proud to have been a member of the EU Presidency team in Brussels and contributed to the
creation of the European Fund for Sustainable Development. She continues her current work in Italy in
the same spirit.

"Becoming a respected diplomat is possible regardless of how big and influential a country one comes
from."
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