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.  GENERAL | NFORVATI ON

1. The Sl ovak Republic was formed on 1 January 1993 under Constituti onal
Statute No. 542/1992 Coll. on the Dissolution of the Czech and Sl ovak
Federal Republic. The creation of the Slovak Republic was preceded by the
Sl ovak National Council's Declaration of Sovereignty of the Slovak Republic.

2. The quintessential |egal instrument which [ays down the fundanmental hunman
rights and freedons is the Constitution of the Slovak Republic (No. 460/1992
Coll.) effective as of 1 Cctober 1992. Part Two of the Constitution of the

Sl ovak Republic, "Fundanental Rights and Freedons", has eight chapters and is
devoted to human rights. Each chapter governs a specific group of rights and
freedons. Chapter |, General Provisions, sets out the main principles
under|ying fundanental rights and freedons - these are irrevocabl e,

i nalienable, inprescribable and perpetual (art. 12, para. 1). The other
chapters are:

Chapter 2: Fundanent al Human Ri ghts and Freedons

Chapter 3: Political Rights

Chapter 4: The Rights of National Mnorities and Ethnic G oups
Chapter 5: Econonmic, Social and Cultural Rights

Chapter 6: The Right to Protect the Environment and Cul tural Heritage
Chapter 7: Right to Judicial and O her Legal Protection

Chapter 8: Part One and Part Two Joi nt Provi sions.
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3. Anot her legal instrument in the area of the protection of fundamental
human rights and freedons is Constitutional Statute No. 23/1991 Coll. which
enacts the Charter of Fundanmental Rights and Freedonms as a constitutiona
statute adopted by the Federal Assenbly of the Czech and Sl ovak

Federal Republic. This constitutional statute preserved its legal force al so
in the legislation of the Slovak Republic after it becane an i ndependent State
on 1 January 1993.

4, The text of the Charter of Fundanental Ri ghts and Freedons conprises

six chapters linked in both the substance and the | ogical order - Chapter One:
Ceneral Provisions, Chapter Two: Human Rights and Fundanental Freedors,
Chapter Three: The Rights of National and Ethnic Mnorities, Chapter Four
Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights, Chapter Five: Right to Judicial and

Q her Legal Protection, Chapter Six: Joint Provisions.

5. Their structure is conparable to several international |egal instrunents
on human rights and freedons - both as regards the methodol ogy and t he
classification of basic rights and freedons. An inseparable part of the
Charter of Fundamental Rights and Freedons is the section governing the
judicial protection of the citizens' rights and freedons.

6. Conformity with the Constitution is supervised by the Constitutiona
Court of the Slovak Republic, an independent judicial body for the protection
of constitutionality (the status of the Constitutional Court is set out in the
Constitution of the Slovak Republic No. 460/1992 Coll. and its organization
and the proceedings before the Constitutional Court as well as the status of
its judges are defined in the National Council Act No. 38/1993 Coll.

7. Article 125 of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic states:

"The Constitutional Court shall have jurisdiction over
constitutional conflicts between

(a) laws and the Constitution or constitutional statutes;

(b) regul ati ons passed by the Governnent or generally binding
rul es passed by the Mnistries or other authorities of the centra
Covernment and the Constitution, constitutional statutes, or other |aws;

(c) general ly binding rul es passed by | ocal self-governing bodies
and the Constitution or other |aws;

(d) general |y binding rules passed by | ocal governnent
authorities and the Constitution, other [aws or other generally binding
rul es; and

(e) generally binding rules and international instruments
promul gated as established by |law "

8. Conflicts between |egal instruments of |ower force and the Constitution
are governed by article 132 of the Constitution: "In cases where the
Constitutional Court finds any contradictions in statutory rules as defined by
article 125, these rules, parts or clauses thereof shall become ineffective.
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The authorities that passed these rules shall be obliged to bring themto
conformity with the Constitution and constitutional statutes ... ."

9. In the Sl ovak Republic, fundanental rights and freedons receive
constitutional protection. Interference with personal rights and freedons of
the citizens is unlawmful and, as such, crimnal. Considered crinmnal are only

the acts that are unlawful under the Penal Code. Article 2, paragraph 3, of
the Constitution states "anyone may act in a way not forbidden by |aw and no
one nmay be forced to act in a way not prescribed by law'. Every person has
the right to use a procedure established by law to enforce his right through a
court and, in cases provided for under the |aw, another body of the Republic.

10. Judi cial power in the Slovak Republic is exercised by independent and
inmpartial courts (art. 141, Constitution). Unless the lawcalls for a single
judge, the courts decide in panels of judges. The judges deci de i ndependently
and are bound only by law. The judges are al so bound by internationa

treaties in accordance with such procedures as are established by |aw or the
Constitution. Under article 11 of the Constitution, international instrunents
on human rights and freedons ratified by the Sl ovak Republic and pronul gated
as established by | aw take precedence over the national |aws provided that the
international treaties and agreenments guarantee broader constitutional rights
and freedons.

11. Accession of the Slovak Republic to the Council of Europe and succession
to the European Convention for the Protection of Human Ri ghts and Fundanent al
Freedons established the conpetence of the European Court of Human Ri ghts and
t he European Conmi ssion on Human Rights. The succession to the first Optiona
Protocol to the International Covenant on Cvil and Political Rights
established the jurisdiction of the Human Rights Committee over the natters

i nvol ving the protection of rights and freedons of the citizens of the

Sl ovak Republic. Under the Convention, and if the required conditions are
fulfilled, any physical person, non-governnental organization or group of

i ndividuals alleging violation of their rights set out in the Convention and
recogni zed by the signatory State nay file an application to the European
Conmmi ssion on Hurman Rights and, if the procedural rules are fulfilled, have
the case tried by the European Court of Human Ri ghts.

Il. | MPLEMENTATI ON OF SPECI FI C ARTI CLES OF THE COVENANT
Article 1

12. The Sl ovak Republic exercised the right of peoples to self-determnation
when, after the dissolution of the Czech and Sl ovak Federal Republic, the

Sl ovak peopl e together with persons belonging to national nminorities and
ethnic groups living on the territory of the Sl ovak Republic decided to create
their owmn State. The Sl ovak Republic cane into existence on 1 January 1993.
The I egal framework for the creation of the Sl ovak Republic was given by
Constitutional Statute No. 542/1992 on the Dissolution of the Czech and Sl ovak
Federal Republic. The formation of the Sl ovak Republic was preceded by the
adoption of the Declaration of the Slovak National Council on Sovereignty of
the Sl ovak Republic:
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"W, the denocratically elected Sl ovak National Council, hereby
solemly declare that the 1,000-year efforts of the Sl ovak nation are
herewi th successfully acconpli shed.

"In this historic nmonent, we declare the natural right of the
Sl ovak nation to its own self-deternmination, as this right is rooted in
all international agreenents and conventions which speak of the right of
nations to self-determ nation

"Recogni zing the right of all nations to self-determnination, we
declare our wish to create the formand way of our own national life and
State, respecting the rights of all citizens, all nations, all nationa
mnorities and ethnic groups, as well as the denocratic and humani stic
heritage of Europe and the world.

"Through this declaration, the Slovak National Council declares the
sovereignty of the Slovak Republic as the foundation for the sovereign
state of the Slovak nation".

Article 2

13. The fundanental rights and freedons |laid down in the Covenant are
guaranteed to every person under article 12 of the Constitution

"Al human beings are free and equal in dignity and rights. Their
fundanmental rights and freedons are inalienable, irrevocable,
i mprescribabl e and perpetual. Fundanental rights shall be guaranteed in
the Sl ovak Republic to every person regardl ess of sex, race, colour,
| anguage, faith, religion, political affiliation or conviction, nationa
or social origin, nationality or ethnic origin, property, birth or any
ot her status and no person shall be denied their legal rights,
di scri m nated agai nst or favoured on any of these grounds."

Article 3

14. The Sl ovak | egal system consistently ensures equal civic and politica
rights to nen and wonen. Equality of nmen and wonmen is expressed in
article 12, paragraph 2, of the Constitution:

"Fundanmental rights and freedons shall be guaranteed in the
Sl ovak Republic to every person regardl ess of sex, race, colour
| anguage, faith, religion, political affiliation or conviction, nationa
or social origin, nationality or ethnic origin, property, birth or any
ot her status, and no person shall be denied their |egal rights,
di scri m nated agai nst or favoured on any of these grounds."

15. Wnen participate widely in public life. They account for 44 per cent of
all econonically active persons in the national economy. A majority of them
work in the areas of social care, education, health care, banking. The
proportion of wonmen in overall enploynent in science, research and devel opnent
is 39 per cent.
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Article 4

16. The constitutional status of citizens in tine of public emergency remains
unchanged. The right to declare a state of enmergency is vested with the

Presi dent of the Slovak Republic (art. 102, para. 1, Constitution) under
Constitutional Statute No. 10/1969 Coll. in the wording of Constitutiona
Statute No. 160/1990 Coll. and Constitutional Statute No. 133/1991 Coll. In
time of public enmergency, the State authorities stated in the respective
constitutional statute have the right to request the cooperation of any
citizen and inpose on himcertain restrictions or obligations to perform
certain tasks. This does not prejudice the rights under articles 6, 7, 8
(paras. 1 and 2), 11, 15, 16 and 18 of the Covenant.

Article 5

17. No | egislation passed in the Slovak Republic since its creation brought a
restriction upon or derogation fromany of the fundanental human rights whose
scope was broader than called for under the Covenant when it acquired | ega
force.

Article 6

18. Capi tal punishment was abolished in 1990 by the former Czech and Sl ovak
Federal Republic; the legal systemof the Slovak Republic does not recognize
capital punishnment. The Constitution of the Sl ovak Republic, article 15,

par agraph 3, prohibits capital punishnent.

Article 7

19. At the beginning of 1995 the Slovak Republic withdrew its reservation to
article 20 of the European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and

| nhuman or Degrading Treatnment or Punishment. The Sl ovak Republic thereby
recogni zed the competence of the Cormittee for the Prevention of Torture,
stipulated in article 20 of the Convention

20. Article 16, paragraph 2, of the Constitution states: "No person shall be
subj ected to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnment or punishnent".
The Suprene Court of the Slovak Republic has not recorded any violation of

this article.

21. The Penal Code of the Slovak Republic (No. 140/1961 in the wordi ng of

[ ater regul ations) contains provisions that inpose sanctions for cruel,

i nhuman treatmnment or punishment. Chapter Ten of the Penal Code, entitled
"Crimnal Ofences against Humanity", states the facts of criminal cases in
this area and the respective sentencing guidelines. The Code of Crimna
Procedure al so contains provisions dealing with i nhunan treatnment of the
accused (sect. 91, "Interrogation of the Accused" states that "Interrogation
of the accused shall be conducted so as to provide, to the extent possible, a
conplete and clear picture of the facts relevant for crimnal procedure. The
accused shall not be coerced in any way to nmake a statenent or confession and
his human integrity shall be respected during the interrogation. Authorities
active in crimnal proceedings shall corroborate the truthful ness of the
accused' s confession using other evidence").
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22. In carrying out procedural acts in crimnal proceedings, all participants
in the proceedings nmust be treated in accordance with the purpose and
rehabilitation objective of the proceedings, and their personal dignity and
their Constitution-guaranteed rights nust be respected at all tines.

23. Besi des physical coercion of the accused the Code of Criminal Procedure
al so prohibits psychol ogi cal pressure. "The questions shall be fornul ated
clearly and intelligibly and shall not contain any deceptive and fal se facts;
no | eadi ng questions shall be asked" (sect. 92, para. 3, Code of Crimna
Procedure).

24, The penal legislation of the Sl ovak Republic |lays down the principle of
humaneness of puni shnment; this principle, however, does not inply a m splaced
| eni ence or even tol erance for crimnal offences and their perpetrators.

Article 8
25. Sl avery does not exist in Sl ovakia.
Article 9

26. Authorities active in pre-trial crimnal proceedings and investigating
and police authorities have the obligation to carry out procedural acts in
accordance with the provisions of the Code of Crimnal Procedure. The valid
Code of Criminal Procedure prohibits any violation of human rights and
freedons in crimnal proceedings. The persons agai nst whomthe crimna
proceedi ngs are conducted nust be instructed of their rights at each stage of
the proceedings, in particular of their right to defence counsel. |If

mandat ory defence is required in the case, and the accused did not choose his
counsel, he must be assigned counsel ex |ege. The supervision of |awfulness
in the inplenmentation of human rights and freedons is carried out by

i ndi vi dual departrments of the Mnistry of Interior and the general supervision
body whi ch examines the conplaints by citizens agai nst police procedures. In
addition, the | awful ness of procedures used by investigating and police
authorities is also supervised by prosecutors. Exanples of sone provisions of
the Code of Criminal Procedure:

(a) "No one shall be prosecuted as accused on other grounds than those
established by aw and in any other nmanner than that provided for under the
present Code" (sect. 2, para. 12);

(b) "Any person charged with an offence shall be presuned i nnocent
until proven guilty by a final sentencing judgenent of a court" (sect. 2,
para. 2);

(c) "If any of the grounds for custody are present (sect. 67) and if
the matter is urgent and the custody deci sion cannot be obtai ned i n advance,
the investigator nmay place the accused in prelimnary detention. He shall
however, pronptly report the detention to a prosecutor and submit hima
duplicate of the report drawn up upon the detention and ot her docunments the
prosecutor needs to file a nmotion for the remand in custody. The notion nust
be filed so as to enable the accused's bei ng handed over to a court within a
maxi mum of 24 hours after the apprehension or he nust be rel eased" (sect. 75);
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(d) "If any of the grounds for custody (sect. 67) are present, an
i nvestigator nay detain a person suspected of a crinme even before any charge
has been pressed agai nst that person. The detention requires a prior
aut hori zation by a prosecutor. Wthout such authorization the detention shal
only be possible if the matter is urgent and if it was not possible to secure
the authorization in advance, in particular if the person concerned was caught
in the act of committing a crime or attenpting to escape" (sect. 76, para. 1);

(e) "If, on the basis of the file received and/or further questioning
of the detainee, a prosecutor does not issue the order to rel ease such person
he shall have to hand the detainee over to a court not later than 24 hours
fromthe nonent of apprehension or of taking himover, with a proposal to
pl ace the person in custody. He shall attach any evidence collected up to
that point to the proposal" (sect. 77).

27. The accused can only be arrested under a lawful witten order of a court.
The det ai ned person must be heard by a judge not later than within 24 hours
from bei ng taken over and the judge mnmust decide either to detain the person in
custody or release him A person may be detained in custody only on the
grounds and for the period established by | aw and under a court order. |If the
grounds for the custody decision are appeal ed agai nst, the decision of a
first-instance court is reviewed by a second-instance court which exam nes the
accused's or the prosecutor's conplaint against the decision of a |l ower court.
The accused can be placed in custody only if there are reasonable grounds to
fear he would try to escape or go into hiding to prevent crimnal prosecution
if his identity cannot be i medi ately established, if he has no permanent
donmicile, if there are reasonable grounds to fear he would try to influence
the witnesses or co-accused or otherw se obstruct the clarification of the
facts relevant for crimnal prosecution or if there are grounds to fear he
woul d continue in his crimnal activity, conplete the crinme he had attenpted
or acconplish the crimnal offence he has prepared or threatened to conmit.
The accused can al so be detained in custody if he is under crimna

prosecution in respect of a crimnal offence for which the |aw sets out the
sentence of at |east eight years of inprisonnment, even if the grounds for
custody specified above are not present.

28. A person can be detained in custody only after charges have been brought
against him The custody order is issued by a court and, in pre-tria
proceedi ngs, a judge on the notion by a prosecutor

Article 10

29. In the Slovak Republic, all persons deprived of their liberty receive
humane treatnent. Execution of the judgenent nust not degrade human dignity.
The purpose of the sentence is to protect the society fromcrimnal offenders,
to prevent the sentenced person fromcommitting other crinmes, and to
rehabilitate himso that he may |l ead a decent life and, in this way, exert
educational influence on other nmenbers of the society (sect. 23, Penal Code).
The central authority in the penitentiary systemis the Mnistry of Justice.
This Mnistry has conpetence in matters relating to serving a sentence

i nvol ving the deprivation of liberty (an inprisonnent sentence). This area is
governed by the Execution of |nprisonment Sentence Act No. 59/1965 Coll. in
the wording of later regulations and the Ordi nance of the Mnistry of Justice
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of the Slovak Republic No. 125/1994 Coll., adopted on the basis thereof,
setting out the Rules for the Execution of Inprisonnent Sentences. A new
sentence execution act, currently at the draft stage, will further humanize
t he execution of inprisonnment sentences.

30. Persons in custody are strictly segregated from convicted of fenders.
Custody detention takes place in the Mnistry of Justice's custody
institutions. The restrictions inposed on a person kept in custody are
limted to those necessary for ensuring the proper course of crimna
proceedi ngs. Juvenile persons are placed in cells separately from ot her
accused.

31. The presiding judge of a panel may suspend execution of an inprisonnent
sentence, for a time he deens necessary, if execution of the sentence
threatens the life or health of the convicted person. The presiding judge of
a panel defers execution of an inprisonnent sentence for a pregnant worman or a
not her of a newborn child for a period of one year followi ng the delivery
(sect. 322, Penal Code). The court may waive execution of the judgenent or
its remainder if it has been established that the person serving an

i mprisonnent sentence suffers froma term nal disease or incurable nental
illness (sect. 327, Code of Criminal Procedure). The Penal Code in its
sections 331-333 al so sets substantive conditions under which a sentenced
person may be conditionally rel eased. The conditional rel ease proceedings are
governed by procedural provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure

(sects. 331-333).

Article 11

32. The I egislation of the Sl ovak Republic does not provide for debtors
prisons because it does not recognize this concept. However article 17,
paragraph 2, of the Constitution states that no person shall be deprived of
liberty nerely for his or her inability to fulfil a contractual obligation

Article 12

33. In the Slovak Republic, liberty of novenment and freedomto choose one's
resi dence are guaranteed by the Constitution. Everyone |lawfully within the
territory of the Slovak Republic is free to leave its territory. These
freedons may be restricted by lawif this is necessary to protect nationa
security, public order, public health or the rights and freedons of others
and, in specified areas, also in the interest of the protection of nature.
Every citizen of the Sl ovak Republic has the right to freely enter his own
country. No citizen may be forced to | eave his own country, expelled or
extradited to another country. Foreign nationals can only be expelled in
cases which are provided by law (art. 23, Constitution).

34. A citizen of the Slovak Republic may | eave his country and stay abroad
only with a valid travel docunment. Travel docunent applications are subnmitted
to the passport and visa authority of the Mnistry of Interior; this body

deci des on issuing the travel docunment under Act No. 216/1991 Coll. on trave
docunments and travelling abroad.
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35. Practically no European country requires a visa for the nationals of the
Sl ovak Republic (exceptions are Bosnia and Herzegovi na, the forner Yugoslav
Republ i ¢ of Macedoni a, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia). Besides reasons
provided by law there are no restrictions on the travel of Slovak citizens
abroad, be it on business, private travel or tourism

Article 13
36. "Aliens may be expelled only in cases provided by law' (art. 23, para. 5,
Constitution).
37. "If the safety of persons or property or other general interest require

it, a court may inmpose an expul sion sentence on an of fender who is not a
Sl ovak citizen or a person who was not granted the status of a refugee either
as a separate sentence or joined to another sentence" (sect. 57, Penal Code).

Article 14

38. The guarantees of the accused's rights in crimnal proceedings, given in
article 14 of the Covenant, have been fully transposed into Sl ovak

| egi slation; certain provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure and the
Penal Code even transcend the scope of rights laid down in the Covenant.

39. The Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 12/1993 Coll.
amendi ng and nodi fying Act No. 335/1991 Coll. on the Judiciary, enacts the
followi ng structure of the court systemin the Slovak Republic: Suprene Court
of the Slovak Republic, regional and district courts, Higher Mlitary Court
and circuit mlitary courts and, at the time of military preparedness of the
State, also higher and | ower courts-narshal

40. The judiciary of the Slovak Republic is nmade up of a hierarchically
structured systemof courts with jurisdiction on matters not reserved for the
Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic. At the lowest |evel of the court
systemare the district courts. At the niddle level, judicial functions are
performed by the regional courts acting as appellate instance agai nst
decisions of district courts and as first-instance courts in matters pl aced
under their jurisdiction by law. Section 17 of the Code of Crimnal Procedure
defines the substantive jurisdiction of regional courts: "Regional courts act
as first-instance courts in respect of crimnal offences punishable under the
| aw by the sentence of m nimum ei ght years of inprisonnment or by an
exceptional punishnment. Regional courts shall also act as first-instance
courts in respect of criminal offences of terrorism diversion, sabotage, tax
evasi on under section 148, paragraph 5, Penal Code, crimnal offences set out
under separate |egislation (act on conbating organized forns of crinme

No. 249/1994 Coll.) and crimnal offences under the act on the safeguardi ng of
peace, even if the mninmuminposable sentence is lower". 1In the latter cases,
regul ar | egal renedies against decisions of regional courts as first-instance
courts are reviewed, in the second instance, by the Supreme Court of the

Sl ovak Republic. The Suprene Court of the Slovak Republic, besides acting as
appel | ate court on decisions taken in the first instance by regional courts,
al so performs judicial supervision over |awfulness of court decisions (it
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deci des on "exceptional |egal remedies" in civil cases and on "appeal s on
points of law' in crimnal matters) and oversees uniforminterpretation of
| aws by | ower-instance courts.

41. The principle of public court hearings is enshrined in the Constitution
The public may be excluded fromthe court proceedings only if:

(a) State, business or service secrecy could be endangered;
(b) The regul ar course of the proceedi ngs could be threatened,
(c) Public norals could be endanger ed;

(d) It isin the accused's interest or if it nmeets an inportant
interest of the parties to the proceedi ngs;

(e) There is a security risk or the need to protect other inportant
i nterests of the w tnesses;

(f) A hearing of an undercover agent takes place.
The judgenent nust al ways be pronounced in public.

42. Any person charged with an of fence shall be presuned innocent unti

proven guilty by a final sentencing judgenent of a court. The Code of

Crimnal Procedure distinguishes between the regular and the exceptiona

| egal renedi es agai nst decisions of |ower-instance courts. Regular |ega
renedi es are appeal s and conplaints. Appeals are |egal renedies against

the judgenents of first-instance courts. They have a suspensive effect

(sect. 245, paras. 1, 2 Code of Criminal Procedure). Appeals can be |odged to
chal | enge any judgenent of a first-instance court.

43. Legal renedies against rulings are called the conplaints. The conplaints
can be |l odged to challenge any ruling nade by an investigator or a police
authority. A conplaint may be | odged to challenge the ruling of a court or a
prosecutor only in those cases where expressly provided by law and if the

court has decided the matter in the first instance.

44, An exceptional legal renmedy in crimnal cases is a newtrial. The case
that ended in a final sentence shall be reopened if new facts or evidence
previously unknown to the court cone to light and if they, by thenselves or in
conbi nati on with the previously established facts and evi dence, could justify
a different verdict on the guilt or damage or if, in the |ight of these facts
or evidence, the initial sentence was clearly not conmensurate to the danger
of the offence for the society or the situation of the offender, or if the
type of sentence inposed would clearly be in conflict with the purpose of

puni shment (sects. 277-289, Code of Criminal Procedure). For similar reasons,
the case shall also be reopened if it was closed with a final ruling of a
court, prosecutor or investigator on the termnation of crimnal proceedings.
"Retrial in a case that was closed in one of the above ways shall al so be
authorized if it is established, by a final judgenent, that a police authority
i nvestigator, prosecutor or judge in the initial proceedings was guilty of
infraction of their obligations and their acts had the traits of a crimna
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of fence" (sect. 278, para. 4, Code of Crimnal Procedure). A retrial that
woul d prejudice the accused is prohibited if his offence is no | onger
qualified as crimnal, if the accused died or if the President of the Republic
decides by an order to term nate the prosecution (sect. 279, Code of Crimna
Procedure).

45, Sections 266-276 of the Code of Criminal Procedure |ay down the concept
of appeal on points of law and the rel ated proceedings: "The final decision
of a court which violates the law and the final decision of a court nade on
the basis of irregularities in procedural acts nmay be appeal ed by the
Prosecutor Ceneral or the Mnister of Justice at the Supreme Court by means of
an objection on points of law. The Prosecutor General nmay file such objection
al so agai nst sinilar decisions by a prosecutor, investigator or a police
authority" (sect. 266, para. 1, Code of Crimnal Procedure).

46. Legal renmedies in civil cases are appeal, retrial and exceptional appeal.
An appeal can be filed as a regular legal renmedy against a first-instance
decision. Retrial and exceptional appeal are exceptional |egal remedies. The
notion for retrial can chall enge, under conditions set out in the Code of

G vil Judicial Procedure, any final decision of a court except for the
judgenments that resulted in divorce, annulnment or nullifying a marri age and
except for cases in which the remedy can be obtained in a different way.

47. The exceptional appeal can, under conditions set out in the Code of G vi
Judi ci al Procedure, be | odged not only to challenge the final decision of an
appel l ate court but, on the notion by the Prosecutor CGeneral and the Mnister
of Justice and the President of the Supreme Court of the Sl ovak Republic, also
to challenge a final decision of a first-instance court if it violates the

I aw.

48. Exceptional appeals are always heard by the Suprenme Court of the Slovak
Republic. No person may be prosecuted for an offence in respect of which the
person has already been finally convicted or acquitted. This principle does
not rule out the use of exceptional |egal renedy provided by law (art. 50,
para. 5, Constitution).

49, The right to defence counsel is laid dowmn in article 50, paragraph 3 of
the Constitution, which states that any person charged with an of fence shal
have the possibility to prepare his defence and have the right to defend the
case by hinself and by counsel. The constitutional principle of the right to
defence is specifically expressed in the respective provisions of the Code of
Crimnal Procedure (sects. 35-41) and in the Act on the Advocacy. The Code of
Crimnal Procedure also provides for mandatory defence of the accused by
counsel already during pre-trial proceedings if the accused is detained in
custody or is serving a prison sentence, or is under observation in a nedica
institution, if he has been divested of |egal capacity or if this capacity is
restricted, if the proceedings are conducted against a juvenile (i.e. the
defendant's age is 15 to 18) or if the proceedi ngs are conducted agai nst an
escaped prisoner. The accused nust al so have counsel if the court - or the

i nvestigator or prosecutor in pre-trial proceedings - considers it necessary,
in particular if in doubt about the accused' s capacity of adequate defence
because of a physical or nmental handi cap. The accused nust have counse
already at the pre-trial stage also if the respective crimnal case is
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puni shabl e by a naxi num sentence of nore than five years of inprisonnent. The
accused must have counsel if the case involves extradition and in the
proceedi ngs involving the inmposition of mandatory protective treatnent, apart
fromprotective al cohol abuse treatnment. Any accused can choose his counsel

If the accused in a case requiring the so-called mandatory defence does not
choose counsel within the prescribed period of tine, he is assigned a counse
by the presiding judge of a panel of the conpetent court or, in pre-tria
proceedi ngs, by a judge.

50. Anmong ot her basic principles of the Sl ovak Republic's |egislation,
attention should be given especially to the principles enshrined in the
Constitution of the Slovak Republic and defined in nore detail in the
respective | egal provisions. They include, for exanple, the principle
according to which any person may exercise his right, using procedures
established by law, to have his case heard by an independent and inpartia
court of law or, in cases provided by |law, by another public authority of the
Sl ovak Republic.

51. Any person who alleges the curtailment of his rights by the decision of a
public authority may turn to a court of |law to have the | awful ness of the

deci sion revi ewed, unless otherw se provided by law. The review of the
deci si ons invol ving fundanental rights and freedons shall not be excluded from
the jurisdiction of the courts of law. Every person shall have the right to
recover danages for a loss inflicted as a result of an unlawful decision of a
court or a governnental or public authority, or as a result of inproper

of ficial procedure.

52. Any person has the right to refuse to testify if the testinony could
entail crimnal prosecution against hinself or against a person close to him
(sect. 100, Code of Criminal Procedure, art. 47, para. 1, Constitution).
Every person has also the right to counsel in the proceedi ngs before a court
or a governmental or public authority, fromthe outset of the proceedi ngs and
under conditions stipul ated by |aw

53. Article 127 of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic defines the role
of the Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic which includes its power to
decide on a conplaint |odged by a citizen against the final decision of a
State authority. This article provides for constitutional protection of
fundanental rights and freedons of citizens as follows: "The Constitutiona
Court shall review the challenges to final decisions nmade by centra

governnent authorities, |ocal government authorities and | ocal self-governing
bodi es in cases involving the violation of fundanental rights and freedons of
citizens, unless the protection of such rights falls under the jurisdiction of
anot her court."

54, A person who cannot understand or speak the |anguage used in court has
the right to the assistance of an interpreter. "Every person shall have the
right to use his mother tongue before authorities active in crimna
proceedi ngs (sect. 4, para. 14, Code of Criminal Procedure).

55. The Constitution of the Slovak Republic stipulates that no one may be
taken out of the conpetence of his judge. Every person has the right to have
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his case tried publicly w thout unreasonable delay, to be present at the
proceedi ngs, and to comment on any evi dence exani ned therein. The public can
be excluded only in cases specified by |aw.

56. Proceedi ngs instituted against juveniles have certain specific features
which reflect the increased attention to this popul ation group and are

regul ated under provisions of sections 74 to 87 of the Penal Code and
sections 291 to 301 of the Code of Crininal Procedure. The nost inportant
attributes are the foll ow ng:

(a) Fromthe nmoment a charge has been brought against a juvenile, the
juvenile must have counsel who has the right to take part in the investigation
pr ocedures;

(b) Even if the grounds for custody are present, a juvenile may be
detained in custody only if the purpose of the custody cannot be secured in
anot her way;

(c) The range of sentences that can be inposed on juvenile offenders is
narr ower ;

(d) The duration of sentences for juvenile offenders is reduced by one
hal f;

(e) Juvenil e of fenders serve their inprisonment sentences separately
fromadult offenders;

(f) The possibility of protective education as a specific type of
educational neasure carried out in educational facilities.

Article 15

57. The I egislation of the Sl ovak Republic does not recognize retroactivity
of legislation. As regards crimnal legislation, the general rule in the

Sl ovak Republic is that the |law applied in crimnal proceedings is the |aw
effective at the time when the crimnal act was committed. Under the

| egi slation of the Slovak Republic and in conpliance with the general |ega
principles of the United Nations, the prescription period does not apply to
the crimnal offences of:

(a) CGenoci de, support for and propagati on of novenments conducive to the
suppression of rights and freedons of citizens, use of prohibited means of
conbat and unl awful conduct of conbat, war cruelty, plunder in the theatre of
mlitary operations and abuse of internationally recognized signs (such as the
Red Cross) and State synbols, the crininal offence of torture and other
i nhuman and cruel treatment, the criminal offence of persecution of the
popul ati on;

(b) Terrorism public threat, nurder, bodily harm restriction of
personal |iberty, deprivation of personal |iberty, abduction abroad and
violation of domicile, if commtted under circunstances qualifying themas war
crimes or crimes against humanity under international |aw principles;
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(c) War nongeri ng, war propaganda, or the support for war propaganda
under section 1, Act No. 165/1950 Coll. on the safeguardi ng of peace.

Article 16

58. A natural person acquires the capacity to have rights and obligations (is
recogni zed as a person before the law) at birth. Under the |egislation of the
Sl ovak Republic, such capacity is also recognized in the conceived child, if
born live (sect. 7, para. 1, Civil Code). Recognition as a person before the
law is the sane for all persons and cannot be restricted. It termnates with
the death of a person. |If the death cannot be established using the

prescri bed procedures, the court declares the physical person dead based upon
a different proof of death. A court may al so pronounce a mnissing physica
person dead if, all the facts considered, it has reasonable grounds to believe
that the person is no |onger alive. The pronouncenent of a person's death nmay
be repeal ed or revised under conditions stipulated in section 199 of the Code
of Givil Judicial Procedure. A person cones of age upon the conpletion of

his 18th birthday. Before this age, a person can becone of age only upon the
concl usion of a marri age.

59. "If a person suffers froma nental disorder which is not of a tenporary
character and which prevents himfrombeing able to performlegal acts, a
court divests himof his |egal capacity. |If a person suffering froma nental

di sorder which is not of a tenporary character or abusing al coholic beverages,
narcotics or poisons can performonly certain linmted | egal acts, a court
restricts his legal capacity and issues a rule in which it determ nes the
extent of the restriction. The court changes or repeals its ruling on the
deprivation or restriction of legal capacity if the reasons for the decision
change or cease to exist" (sect. 10, Cvil Code).

Article 17

60. Inits articles 16, 19 and 21 the Constitution of the Sl ovak Republic
guarantees the right to integrity and privacy to every person. This right may
be linmted only in cases specifically provided by |aw. Every person has the
right to be protected fromunjustified interference with his private and
famly life. The sanctity of the home is inviolable. 1t is not pernmitted to
enter a home without the consent of the person residing therein. House search
is justified only in connection with crimnal proceedings and can only be
performed on a witten order by a judge. The nethods used in the search are
established by | aw.

61. The law may permit other interferences with inviolability of a honme only
when this is required in a denocratic society, in order to protect life,
heal th, property, civil rights and freedons or to avert a serious threat to

public order. |If a honme is used to conduct business or other entrepreneuria
activities, such interferences can be permtted by |law al so when this is
inevitable for fulfilling the tasks of public administration. House and

personal search are regul ated by the Code of Criminal Procedure, sections 82
to 85. A house search can be authorized if there are reasonable grounds to
believe that a thing relevant to crimnal proceedings may be found or a person
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suspected of a crinme is hiding in that house or other places used for
resi dential purposes or premi ses attached to them (dwellings) (sect. 82, Code
of Criminal Procedure).

62. The right to issue a search warrant is vested with the presiding judge of
a panel and, in pre-trial proceedings, a judge upon the notion by a
prosecutor. The house search warrant nust be issued in witing and justified.
It is served on a person whose honme is to be searched at the tine of the
search and, if this is not possible, not later than 24 hours after the

i mpedi ment that prevented the service was lifted (sect. 83, Code of Crinina
Procedure). The authority that perfornms the house search nust enable the
owner of the hone being searched or another adult menber of the household to
be present at the search. It nust instruct these persons of their right to be
present at the search (sect. 85, para. 1, Code of Crininal Procedure).

Section 238 of the Penal Code |ays down the sanctions for violating house
privacy, unauthorized entry into a house or dwelling of another person and for
the person staying in such places w thout authorization

63. Concerning the right to honour, the Constitution of the Sl ovak Republic
sets out the following in article 19, paragraph 1: "Every person shall have
the right to maintain and protect his or her dignity, honour, reputation and
goodwi I I ". Section 206 of the Penal Code describes the crimnal offence of
sl ander as follows: "Any person spreading false infornmation about another
person that can potentially damage the latter's reputation anong fell ow
citizens, in particular prejudice his enploynent, disturb fanmily relations or
cause anot her serious harm shall be punished by inprisonnent of up to two
years or by a pecuniary penalty. The offender will be punished by the
deprivation of liberty of one to five years or a pecuniary penalty or the ban
on his activity if, in commtting such offence, he uses printed nmedia, film
radi o, television or another method of similar efficiency."”

64. Correspondence al so enjoys constitutional protection: "Secrecy of
letters, other comunications and witten nessages delivered by post and
personal information shall be guaranteed. No one shall violate the secrecy of
letters, other comunications and witten nmessages kept private or delivered
by post or otherw se, except in cases specified by law. This provision
applies to comuni cations delivered by tel ephone, telegraph and other simlar
nmeans." Sections 239 and 240 of the Penal Code inpose sentences for the
violation of the secrecy of delivered conmunications. Under certain
circunstances, established by law, it is possible to intercept and open a mail
consi gnnent and to wiretap tel ephone conversations. These circunstances are
provided for in the Code of Crimnal Procedure, sections 86 to 88: "If the
clarification of facts relevant for crimninal proceedings nakes it necessary to
identify the content of undelivered telegrans, letters or other private
conmuni cati ons di spatched by or addressed to the accused, the presiding judge
of a panel or, in pre-trial proceedings, a prosecutor or an investigator shal

i ssue an order to the post office of the mail delivery organization to
surrender such private comrmuni cations; the investigator nay do so only upon a
prior authorization by a prosecutor.” and "If the crimnal proceedings are
held in respect of an intentional and exceptionally serious crimnal offence
or an intentional crimnal offence the prosecution of which is nmandatory under
a pronul gated international treaty, or a crimnal offence set out under
separate legislation, the presiding judge of a panel or, in pre-tria
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proceedi ngs, a prosecutor or an investigator nay order the wretappi ng of

tel ephone lines and the recording of private communications if there are
reasonabl e grounds to believe that inportant facts for crimnal proceedi ngs
may thus be revealed. It shall not be allowed to intercept and record private
communi cati ons between counsel and the accused."

Article 18

65. Freedom of thought, conscience, religion and faith are guaranteed. This
right also includes the right to adopt a religion or belief of one's choice.
Every person has the right to be without religious affiliation. Every person
has the right to express his opinion publicly. Every person has the right to
freely express his religion or faith alone or in association with others,
privately of publicly, by worship, religious services or cerenonies and
participation in religious instruction.

66. Churches and eccl esiastical communities admnister their own affairs,
appoint their clergy, organize religious instruction and set up religious
orders and other religious institutions, independently of public authorities.
The conditions for the exercise of these rights can only be restricted by | aw
if such a neasure is necessary, in a denocratic society, for the protection of
public order, health and norals or of the rights and freedons of other persons
(art. 24, Constitution).

67. In addition to the Constitution, freedomof religious conviction and
faith in the Slovak Republic is also guaranteed under Act No. 308/1991 Coll

on freedom of religion and the status of churches and religious societies.

The support the State provides to registered churches and religi ous societies,
primarily in the formof financial subsidies and the possibility of their
participation in public life, exceeds the franmewrk of fundanental rights.
Menbers and synpat hi zers of unregi stered churches are equal citizens and nay
freely exercise their faith without any limtation, providing they respect the
State | egal system

68. At its session the National Council of the Slovak Republic passed in 1993
Act No. 282/1993 Coll. on the mitigation of certain property injustices done
to churches and religious societies.

69. Section 236 of the Penal Code stipulates sanctions for the restriction of
the freedom of religion.

Article 19

70. Freedom of expression is the freedomto publicly set forth one's opinions
and present the results of creative work through words, print and pictures,
enconpassing all the areas of life of the society.

71. Freedom of expression is constitutionally guaranteed: "Freedom of
expression and the right to information shall be guaranteed. Every person has
the right to express his opinion in words, witing, print, imges and any

ot her neans, and al so to seek, receive and disseninate ideas and information
both nationally and internationally. No approval process is required for the
publication of printed nedia. Radio and television conpanies may be required
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to seek permission fromgovernnental authorities to set up private businesses.
The details are set out in article 26, paragraph 2, of the Constitution.
Censorship is prohibited.

72. "Freedom of expression and the right to receive and di ssem nate
information nay be lawfully linmted only where, in a denocratic society, it is
necessary to protect rights and freedons of others, national security, |aw and
order, public health and norals" (art. 26, Constitution).

73. The responsibility for the protection of the society and citizens agai nst
abuses of the freedom of expression, speech and press lies with the
publishers, editors-in-chief, editors and authors as provided by | aw.

74. Tel evision and radi o broadcasting is regulated by Act No. 468/ 1991 Coll.
on radi o and tel evision broadcasting which the Steering Conmttee for the Mass
Medi a of the Council of Europe and the International Media Fund

(United States) consider to be one of the nost denocratic laws in Central and
Eastern Europe. The legal standard that links up to that basic lawis Act

No. 291/1992 Coll. on the Sl ovak Republic's Council for Radio and Tel evision
Broadcasting. Act No. 166/1993 Coll. of the National Council of the Slovak
Republic on neasures in the area of radio and tel evision broadcasting
confirmed the principle of a dual systemin radio and tel evision broadcasting
by dividing the transm ssion networks between the ex | ege operators (Sl ovak
Tel evisi on and Sl ovak Radi 0) and operators who were issued |icenses by the

Sl ovak Republic's Council for Radi o and Tel evi si on Broadcasti ng.

75. Practical inplenentation of the dual broadcasting system can be
docunment ed by the follow ng data:

(a) Nunber of |icenses granted by the end of 1994:
(i) 8 radi o broadcasting |icences;

(i) 4 regional licenses for television broadcasting using
terrestrial transnitters;

(iii) 25 licences for cable television broadcasting;
(iv) 27 licences for cable television (of unaltered programes);

(b) Li cence proceedings currently take place in respect of the second
and third tel evision channels.

76. The Sl ovak Republic's Council for Radio and Tel evi sion Broadcasting has
been in existence since June 1992 as an i ndependent body el ected by the

Nati onal Council of the Slovak Republic; its npbst inportant task is to protect
and pronote public interest in maintaining the freedom of expression and right
to information. Its work so far proves that it has preserved its

i ndependence.
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Article 20

77. In keeping with this article of the Covenant, any propaganda for war is
prohi bi ted under Act No. 165/1950 Coll. on the safeguardi ng of peace. The
Penal Code of the Sl ovak Republic bans violence, hostility, and national,
racial or religious hatred. Penal sanctions agai nst the perpetrators of such
crimnal offences are set out in its sections 196 and 197a - Viol ence agai nst
a Goup of Inhabitants and against an Individual; section 198 - Defamation of
a Nation, Race and Conviction; sections 260 and 261 - Pronotion and
Propagati on of Mvenents Leadi ng towards the Suppression of R ghts and
Freedons of Citizens; section 259 - CGenoci de.

Article 21

78. The right of assenbly is guaranteed by the Constitution of the Slovak
Republic and is laid down in its article 28: "The right to peaceful assenbly
shal | be guaranteed." The conditions under which this right may be exercised
shal |l be provided by law in cases of nmeetings held in public places where, in
a denocratic society, it is necessary to protect rights and freedons of other
persons, public order, health and norals, property or national security. No
approval by public administration bodies shall be required for such neetings,
but the entity convening themnust fulfil the notification requirenent. All
the assenblies held so far on the territory of the Slovak Republic were in
conpliance with the legislation in force and there were no cases calling for
an intervention by the police.

Article 22

79. The right to freedom of association enjoys constitutional protection
under articles 29 and 37 of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic. Everyone
has the right to associate freely with other persons in unions, societies and
ot her associations. Citizens may formpolitical parties and politica
noverments and associate therein. The exercise of these rights nay be linmted
only in cases justified by aw where, in a denocratic society, it is necessary
to protect national security and public order, prevent crime and protect the
rights and freedons of other persons. Political parties and politica
noverents, as well as unions, societies or associations, shall be separate
fromthe State (art. 29, Constitution).

80. Everyone has the right to freely associate with other persons to protect
hi s economic and social interests. Trade union organizations are set up
i ndependently of the State. It is inadmissible to limt the nunber of trade

uni on organi zations or to favour some of themover others in a conpany or in a
branch of industry. Activities of trade union organizations and the creation
and actions of other associations for the protection of econom c and soci al
interests can be restricted by law, if this is a neasure necessary in a
denocratic society to protect national security, public order or the rights
and freedons of others.

81. The | egi sl ati on governing the association of citizens includes
Act No. 83/1990 Coll. on the association of citizens, in the wording of
Act No. 300/1990 Coll. and Act No. 62/1993 Coll.
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82. The precondition for creating political parties and novenents, civic
associ ations (apart fromtrade uni on organizati ons and enpl oyers

organi zations) is their registration. At present, 48 politica

parties, 20 political novenents and over 10,000 civic associations are
regi stered in the Sl ovak Republic.

Article 23

83. The institution of the fanmily is guaranteed under the Constitution of the
Sl ovak Republic which makes a reference to the law providing its detail ed

| egal regulation, nanely the Famly Act No. 94/1963 Coll. in the wordi ng of

Act No. 132/1982 Coll.

“"Marriage is concluded upon a voluntary decision by a nan and a
woman to create a harnonious, solid and permanent |ife-1ong union"
section 1, Fanmily Act. Legal age for entering into marriage is 18 years,
i.e. when a person cones of age. In exceptional cases, marriage can be
concl uded by a person that has turned 16. A person younger than 18 years
of age nust, before entering into marriage, obtain a court perm ssion. A
person younger than 16 years of age may not enter into narriage.

84. The Il egislation of the Sl ovak Republic respects the free choice of the
spouses-to-be as to the nuptial cerenony. The marriage can be concl uded
either before a civil or a religious authority. Both spouses in a matrinony
have equal rights and responsibilities. A marriage may be di ssol ved by a
court decision if one of the spouses files for divorce and if the marriage is
so seriously disturbed that it can no longer fulfil its social mssion. In

i ssuing a divorce award, the court nust take special account of the interests
of minor children. The court will also decide on which of the parents will be
entrusted the custody of the children and on the child support payment.

Article 24

85. The protection of children is provided for under Family Act No. 94/ 1963
Coll. and Act No. 132/1982 nodi fying and anmendi ng the Famly Act, and
Act No. 50/1973 Coll. on foster care, in the wording of later regul ations.

86. Every child is given a name at birth and is entered into the birth
registry in the district in which it was born. Children born both within
marriage and out of |awful wedl ock have equal rights. Child care and
upbringing are the right of parents; children have the right to parental care
and upbringing. Parents taking care of their children are entitled to
benefits fromthe State. The State provides financial assistance to fanlies
with children. Famlies with nunerous children enjoy extra benefits.

87. The legislation of the Slovak Republic enshrines the jus sanguinis
principle under which a child acquires the nationality of its parents. A
child born on the territory of the Slovak Republic whose parents are not known
is also considered a national of the Slovak Republic until proof is obtained
that the child acquired the nationality of another State.
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Article 25

88. The right to take part in the conduct of public affairs is laid down in
article 30 of the Constitution: "Citizens shall have the right to participate
in the administration of public affairs directly or by freely elected
representatives. Elections shall be held within periods of time not exceeding
the ternms fixed by law. The right to vote is universal, equal and direct and
election is held by secret ballot. Citizens have access, on general terns of
equality, to elected and other public services."

89. Ctizens take part in the conduct of public affairs indirectly - through
elections - or directly - through a referendum The referendumis governed by
articles 93 to 100, of the Constitution. Detailed |egal provisions on a
referendumare laid dowm in Act No. 564/1994 Coll. of the National Council of
the Sl ovak Republic on procedures for holding a referendumin the wording of
Act of the National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 158/1994 Col |l

Article 26

90. The Sl ovak | egislation respects the equality of citizens before the | aw
and grants them equal protection w thout discrimnation. According to
article 47, paragraphs 2 and 3, of the Constitution, "Every person shall have
the right to counsel fromthe outset of proceedings before any court of |aw,
or a governmental or public authority as provided by |law' and "All parties to
any proceedi ngs pursuant to paragraph 2 shall be treated equally before the

[ aw. "

Article 27

91. The I egal system of the Slovak Republic fully respects the rights of the
mnorities (ethnic, religious or linguistic) living on the territory of the
Sl ovak Republic.

92. According to census data as of 31 Decenber 1994, the popul ation of the
Sl ovak Republic was 5, 356, 207 persons, with the follow ng breakdown by
national origin:

Nati onal origin No. %
Sl ovak 4 590 100 85.7
Hungari an 568 714 10.6
Romany 83 988 1.6
Czech 51 293 1.0
Rut heni an 17 277 0.3
Ukr ai ni an 14 341 0.3
Ger man 5 380 0.1
Mor avi an, Sil esian 6 361 0.1
Pol i sh 3 039 0.1
QG her and unidentified 15 714 0.2
Total popul ation 5 356 207 100.0
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93. The rights of national mnorities in the Slovak Republic are guaranteed
by the Constitution. The principle of free choice of nationality and the
prohi bition of all types of oppression conducive to denationalization are laid
down in article 12, paragraph 3, of the Constitution. Further guarantees for
the |l egal status of national minorities are provided by internationa
agreenments on human rights and fundanental freedons ratified by the

Sl ovak Republic and pronul gated as established by | aw

94, The entire Part Four of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic deals
with the rights of national minorities and ethnic groups. Menbership in any
national minority or ethnic group nmay not be used to prejudice any individual
Citizens belonging to national minorities or ethnic groups in the

Sl ovak Republic are guaranteed the right to conprehensive devel opnent,
particularly to pronmoting their cultural heritage together with other persons
bel onging to the sanme national minority or ethnic group, to receiving and

di ssem nating information in their nother tongues, form ng associations, and
creating and maintaining educati onal and cultural institutions.

95. In addition to the right to learn the State | anguage, the citizens of
national minorities or ethnic groups are, under provisions fixed by law, also
guar ant eed:

(a) The right to be educated in a ninority |anguage;
(b) The right to use a mnority | anguage in official conmunications;

(c) The right to participate in taking decisions on matters affecting
nati onal mnorities and ethnic groups.

96. The linguistic rights of national minorities are guaranteed under the
Code of Civil Judicial Procedure and the Code of Criminal Procedure

aut horizing themto use a mnority |anguage before a court (sect. 18, CCIP;
sect. 2, para. 14, CCP) and Act No. 428/1990 Coll. on the official |anguage in
the Sl ovak Republic under which a minority | anguage may be used in official
conmuni cati ons wherever the percentage of the respective ninority is at |east
20 per cent. Section 6, paragraph 2, of the Act states: "If persons

bel onging to a national mnority constitute at |east 20 per cent of the

popul ation of a town or a community, they can use their mnority |anguage in
of ficial conmunications. |If the person engaged in official comunication in
such towns or comunities is not a person belonging to a national mnority,

of ficial comunication takes place in the official |anguage. Persons who are
enpl oyees of State authorities and sel f-governi ng bodi es do not have the
obligation to understand and speak the | anguage of a national mnority.
Public deeds and file records are executed in the official |anguage.”

97. On 24 Septenber 1993, the Slovak parlianent passed the Act of the

Nati onal Council of the Sl ovak Republic on Nanmes and Surnanes whi ch expands
the possibilities of the persons belonging to national mnorities to use their
nanes and surnanes in their nother tongue. The systemof mnority education
in the Slovak Republic conprises the use of mnority | anguage instruction at
all levels, fromkindergarten up to the higher education |evel.
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98. In the school year 1994/95, the network of schools in the Sl ovak Republic
conpri sed

(a) Two hundred and ninety-nine elenmentary schools with Hungarian as
i nstruction | anguage, total enrol ment 45, 467 pupils;

(b) Four el enmentary parochial schools with Hungarian as instruction
| anguage, enrol nent 856 pupils;

(c) Twent y-one gymasi umtype schools with Hungarian as instruction
| anguage, enrol nent 4,892 pupils;

(d) One private gymasi umwi th Hungarian as instruction | anguage,
enrol ment 132 pupils;

(e) One parochial gymasiumw th Hungarian as instruction |anguage,
enrol ment 133 pupils;

(f) Twenty-four secondary vocational schools with Hungarian as
i nstruction | anguage, enrol ment 4,488 pupils;

(9) Thirty-si x secondary apprentice-training centres with Hungarian as
i nstruction | anguage, enrolnment 8,476 pupils;

(h) Five private secondary apprentice-training centres with Hungarian
as instruction | anguage;

(i) Thirty-eight special schools with Hungarian as instruction
| anguage;

(j) Three secondary special apprentice-training centre with Hungarian
as instruction | anguage;

(k) Two schools with nminority |anguages as the | anguages of
i nstruction, teaching certain subjects in nother tongues of nationa
mnorities (schools with German and Ukrai nian as instruction | anguages);

(1) Thirteen elenmentary schools w th Ukrainian as instruction |anguage,
enrol ment 770 pupils;

(m Five el enentary schools with German as instruction | anguage,
enrol ment 296 pupil s.

99. H gher education is offered by the Hungarian Language and Literature
Department at Conmenius University in Bratislava, and the Hungarian sections at
the University of Education in Nitra. A simlar section for ethnic Ukrainian
students exists at the Faculty of Education in Pretov.

100. The cultural life of national mnorities is also cultivated by neans of
national mnority theatres, artistic ensenbles, publishing houses, periodica
press, etc.
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101. The devel oprment of minority culture is supported by the Mnistry of
Culture of the Slovak Republic at several |evels, as described bel ow

102. There are dedi cated budget allocations for the cultural activities of
civic associations pronmoting mnority culture. The Mnistry of Culture
currently allocates financial resources to the follow ng civic associations
(the nunber of civic associations registered with the Mnistry of Interior of
the Sl ovak Republic is considerably higher - there are over 30 Romany
associ ati ons al one):

1. CSEMADCK - the Hungarian Social and Cultural Union in Slovakia
2. Ronmany cul tural unions - Romani kul tura
- ROVA GEMER
- Cul tural Union of the Romany Community
3. The Czech Cub in Sl ovakia
4, The Cd ub of Moravians in Slovakia
5. The Union of Ruthenians - Ukrainians
6. The Rut heni an Reviva
7. The Carpathian German Union in Sl ovakia
8. The Croatian Cultural Union in Slovakia
9. The Cultural Union of Bulgarians and Their Friends in Slovakia

10. The Hungari an People's Mywvenent for Reconciliation and Prosperity
11. Cultural dub of Jewish Citizens of Slovakia

103. The provision of financial contributions for the publication of
i ndi vidual periodicals is as follows:

1. Seven periodicals for the Hungarian mnority culture

2. Four periodicals for the Ukrainian mnority culture

3. Three periodicals for the Romany mnority culture

4. Two periodicals for the Ruthenian mnority culture

5. One periodical for the Czech minority culture

6. One periodical for the Mdravian mnority culture

7. One periodical for the German minority culture

8. Suppl enents to "Slovenska republika" and "H as |udu" in the | anguages of

national mnorities.
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104. There is also provision of financial contributions for the publication of
non-periodical literature. Funds for publishing individual titles are granted
ei ther to publishing houses chosen through tender proceedings or to publishing
houses set up within the cultural unions pronoting the minority culture.

In 1995, the Mnistry of Culture of the Slovak Republic allocated funds for
publishing 15 titles of the Hungarian minority culture and 10 titles of other
mnority cultures.

105. Provision of financial contributions for subsidized organizations that
pronote the devel opment of minority cultures, conprise various institutions
(theatres, museuns, professional ensenbles, district libraries and regi ona
cultural centres):

1. Jokai Theatre, Komarno

2. Thalia Theatre, Kosice

3. A. Dukhnovi ch Theatre, Presov

4. Romat han Theatre, Kosice

5. Pr of essi onal fol kl ore ensenbl e of Hungarian minority culture "The Young

Hearts", Bratislava

6. Semi - prof essi onal fol kl ore ensenbl e of Rut heni ans and Ukrai ni ans "PULS",
Pr esov

7. Danubi an Museum Komar no

8. St ate Museum of Ukrai ni an- Rut heni an Cul ture, Svidnik

9. Jewi sh Museum Brati sl ava

10. District libraries in ethnically mxed districts of the Sl ovak Republic
11. Regi onal cultural centres in ethnically mxed districts.

106. Broadcasting for national mnorities in their |anguages is part of the
mass nedia policy of the Slovak Republic. The obligation to broadcast
programes for the mnorities is set out in Act No. 271/93 Coll. on Slovak
tel evision and Act No. 166/93 Coll. on nmeasures in the area of radio and

tel evi si on broadcasti ng.

107. Hungari an broadcasting on Slovak Radio, with the |ongest tradition

of 65 years, broadcasts 35 hours weekly in Bratislava. Broadcasting for the
Ukrai ni an and Ruthenian mnorities is secured by the Main Departnment of
National Mnority and Ethnic Broadcasting in Presov - 15 hours weekly. In
addi tion, broadcasting for the Ronmany and Gerrman minorities was included

in 1993.

108. Slovak Tel evision also has a tradition of presenting programes for
national mnorities. The Creative Group for Hungarian National Mnority
Broadcasting features 3 nmonthly programmes of 30 minutes, and 1 nmonthly
programe of 30 m nutes for the region of Western Sl ovakia. The 30-m nute
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Rut heni an national mnority progranme is broadcast once a nonth. "Romale", a
programe designed for the Romany ethnic minority, is also broadcast once a
nonth and has a 30-minute duration. German national ninority programres
(primarily for the so-called Carpathian Germans) started to air in July 1993.

109. For nore conplete information it should be added that the private
broadcasters that operate on the ethnically mxed territory include bilingua
elenents in their programming. These include private radio stations Radio
Local FM Komarno, Radio Star Nové Zanky and cabl e and tel evi si on conpany

TV Promet heus Komar no.

110. The Hungarian mnority is presented in the parlianment through its
political parties. It has a total of 17 deputi es.

111. Fromthe beginning of its existence, the Slovak Republic has consistently
applied all the principles of a denpbcratic country expressed in the

fundamental |egal regulations of the State. The Sl ovak Republic may be
characterized as a denocracy which respects and practically inplenents the
human rights provided for in the International Covenant on Cvil and

Political R ghts.



